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a. From the 3-3 Standpoint:

1 March 1945: Herewith follows an =sccount of the operstions of the
bettalion following the crossing of the Roer River.

At 0945 message was received from Div Hq requesting thet & rosd
erater in Erkelenz be filled and that the road shoulders between Herdt
and Rhiendshlen be swept for mines. This request was relsyed to the
1141 Engr Gp who arranged for the work to be done. At 0950 Company B,
this battalion, reported the closing in at their new locstion in Herdt.
At 1030 the 407 Inf Regt c=zlled for one of the supporting platoons
which was sent out immediately. By 1500 the S5-4 dump of mines weas moved
to a location south of Hardt. Capt Lacy. 5-2 who had gone to Div Hg
for information on the Niers Canal returned at 1830 with the following
informgtion. The 405 Inf was across the Niers Canal on the right.
the 406 Inf on the left end the 5th Armored Div at F002068. He also
stated that the 102 Inf Div was to put a treadway bridpe and foot-
bridge across st FO77982 during the night of 1 Mar - 2 Mar. The 1241
Engr Gp was called to determine how much footbridge equipment weas
sveilable and =lso to locate treadwsy bridge equipment. At this time
Mej Pitcairn, S-3, was s¢nt to Co A, this battelion which wes support-
ing the 405 Inf and Capt Lacy, 5-2 to Co B which wes supporting the
406 Inf to coordinate the operation. At 1930 the 5-3 from the 1141
Engr Gp called =nd stated that he hed = plstoon standing by to erect
the treadwsy bridge and that he also had a bulldozer resdy to move.

2 March 1945: The battzlion moved its CP from Erkelenz to Viersen,
arriving there at spproximately 1330. Cept Binder reported that the
22d Armored Engrs were aveilsble to this battelion to sssist with

the required engineer work. In the way of equipment they hed dump
trucks, one R-4 Dozer, one D-7 bulldozer, and e treadwsy bridge
aveilable for use. Lt Col Anderson decided to use the bulldozers to
clear the streets of Viersen of rubble and the engineers to build e
tresdway trestle bridge over the Niers cengl. At 1500 the Reconnsis-
sance Officer of the 224 Armored Engineers wes notified of the plans
for the use of his equipment. At 1530 Co B, this battalion wes noti-
fied to relesse the two treadwsy trucks which were sttached to them

1 March 1945. These trucks were lster picked up by the CO, 989
Tresdway Pridge Co. At 1600 1141 Engr Gp was notified sbout remov-
ing emmuniticn loeded carts from the viecinity of div hqg. A messsge
was received from Msjor Suffield, through Capt Binder thst they hed

& number of ssfes he weanted opened. The battzlion Commander replied
thet the battslion was occupied otherwise, but that Ordnance could
probably open them for him, At 2000 Mgj Burleson relessed the two
treadwsy loads which were sttsched to Co A and Instructed the drivers
to return to their Ce. Co A reported that the Inf Support Eridpe

st F092967 was completed during the efternoon as planned.
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2 Merch 1945: The bettalion continued to furnish direct support to
front line Inf units and at 0900 Co B revorted thet it had closed in
at its new CP locstion in Krefeld, A quartering perty wes sent to
Erefeld to locete buildings for the battslion CP and for Ha snd Sv Co.
Billete were loceted but it wes lster decided thet the CF would remain
in Viersen. . '

4. March 1945: Direct support was furnished to front line units by
the battalion; and in eddition to furnishing direct support to the Inf
roeds in the division sector were meintegined; road blocks were removed;y
and demolitions charges were removed from a prepared bridge. All com-
penies initiated & consolidstion of their personnel end sterted &
program for the care and maintengnce of equipment.

2 March 1945: A11 companies continued their programs for the repeir
and maintenance of equipment end elsc held inspections to determine
shorteges of equipment. Early in the pericd s quertering perty was
agein sent out to Krefeld to locete suiteble facilities for the bat-
telion CP and Hqg #nd Sv Co. Billets were located end Pn Hq waes moved
erriving in Krefeld gt approximstely 1400,

& March 1945: 11 compenies continued their inspections of eaquipment:

repalr and maintensnce of vehicles; also rehebilitation of personnel.

Plens for instruction in the recognition of sireraft were begin end e

%ﬂﬂg oi Germen dynemite which wes reported by 379 FA was disposed of
¥y Lo A.

7 Mareh 1945: K11 compenies initiated = progrzm for the rehsbilitstion
of persomnel; care znd meintenance of vehicles snd equipment: end re-
equipment of personnel. Arrangements were mede witk the 989th Tread-
way Bridge Co for the use of their floeting bridee equipment, this
equipment to be used for training combet compenies in its use and
method of febrication. In complignce with & reguest Trom the 352 Ord
for a bulldozer, Company C, this battelion wes notified and they sgreed
to do the job.

€ March 1945: All compenies continued their progrem of maintenance of
vehicles and reequipment of troops. Co € completed the bulldozer Job
for the 352 Ord es scheduled. All companies were notified of the re-
voking of the order which set the speed limit of g1l vehicles gt 20 KFH,

9. Mgreh 1949: The bettalion continued its rehsbilitstion program and
in complience with request from the 1028 Inf Div Heception Center, =&
detail from Co A wgs sent to clesr two fields of mines. The 989 Treead-
wgy Eridge Co was notified thst the bettzlion would no longer need the
floating bridge equipment it had been getting for treining purposes,

10 Mpreh 1945: All compenies engaged in cere end meint of equipment
end reequipment of personnel., The Ord Bomb Dispossl Tesm wss contacted
in regards to an unexploded shell reported by Co C and they'sgreed to
SEpd someone to exemine it, An air-rsid shelter in Krefeld was recon-
noitered end a floor plen msde to determine its suitebility for storing
duffel bags and miscegleneous. impeﬁiEEQLEJ___ﬁ
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1l Merceh 1945: The entire bettslior continued its proprem of rehebili-
tetion of personnel =nd meintensnce of equirment., Co A, this bn, with
the use of explosives removed severasl trees which interfered with gun
positiong of the 3&1 FA, The 1024 Inf Div Heception Center requostnﬂ a
bulldohe* to do bO” worl on & ‘1f]s rﬂﬁpe vin L,rdt Hﬁj av ith, P”f

Gut of thls trbt:¢1 on's epres o“ "Fspunbltlllty An 1n3ﬁ€0+1nn of rl]
orgenic wegpons of thE trttslicn wes held by Urd. The inspeection proved
very setisfectory.

12 Mereh 1945: The bettelion continued its progrem of rehgbilitsation of
personnel: maintéensnce of equipment snd reequipment of troﬂps. Co E in
complisnce with & recuest from Div He, sendbepged the windows of the Uiv
CF. Div Hn elso requested o bulldozer to clear debris from vie Div Haq,
whickh wes in turn complied with., Cept Elliott reported loestion of =
Germen hifle =enge which could be used for the renge firing of smsll bore
wegpons., Co C initiested the work for the reconversiocn of the air-rsid
shelter for the purpose of storing duffel begs and miscellaneous impedi-
mente. Co C glsc supplied the bort crewmen necessery to ferry sn Infantry
Fetrol szcross the bhine Fiver., The mission, however, due to the swiftness
of the river wes not completed,

13 Merbh 194%5: A1l compenies continued their maintensnce of eguipment
end rehebilitestion of troops. Co C econtinued its work on the recenvers-
ion of the agir-raid shelter. /A reconnesisserce petrol from the 407 Inf
woes ferried ascross the Rhine Ziver by & erew fram Co C,

14 March 1945: The bettelion continued its progrem of rehehilitetion and

maintenence of eguipment: end =11 compenies participeted in =n insprction
mede by e Hurleson of personnel gnd equipment. Ceo C continved work on

the air-reid shelter, znd slso ferried sn Inf petrol zerdss the lhine,

15 Mgrch 1945: Hehebilitstion, rest, end PFPquipﬁEﬁt of perscnnel was
continued, elony with mesintenance of equipment. Co T continued its weork
on the sir-rgid hrl+&w and glso ULIplieﬁ the crewmen te ferryv en Inf
petrocl seross the Shine Hiver. Cos A end P made preparsticns for range
Tiring &11 small bore wegpons. A meeting of sl1l1 Div 3-3's was held by
G~3 end plans for treining men in deficient subjects were made. All units
will submit desily to G-3 & summery of trasining to be conducted the follow-
ing dey.
A& Mereh 1945: The Pn econtinued its rehesbilitetion end meintenence progremi
snd plane for e treining progrem were initisted, Co C, +!“-5 bottelion fur-
nished two mine detector crews to clesr g field for the 241 Ved Fn. seid
Co continued work on the re-converting of the gir-rsid shelter, but some
difficulty wes encountered with the electric power supply. in order to
provide sdequszte light for working crews, bstt lion hg pht the suwxilisry
Diesel generstor set into serviece, Due to the fact thet 211 the he ttFllDH
orgsnic bulldozers were toe large to be taken ingide the PZT reid shelte:
one -4 btulldorer wes borrowed from 1141 Engr Gp for the purpose of clesr-
ing rettle inside the bunker. Co B, this BEn, relieved Co C at the bunker
et 17002 - -4 worked until spproximately 170200%.
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16 larch (Continued) Cos A and B accomplished tre "zeroing in" of s11
their orgenic weepons except the bszooke #nd rifle. grenade lsunchers,
Engineer boet crews for the purvesge of ferrving Inf petrols seross the
Fhine Hiver were Turnished by Cos & And B.

17 ¥Megrch: The bn continued its progrer of rehstilitstion snd mointensnce
of vehiclez znd equipment and Cec A continued the vork on the gir-raid
-shelter, A reconneissance of bridres for yrer*“p demolitions snd ob-
stecles wes sccomplished by 81l compeniecs. Co B furnishked 12 men ss bost-
crevmen to the 406 InT for patrolling scticn seross the —hine sdver. The
petrols were fired upon by two mechine guns Jjust es they reeched tre fer
shore, thereby megking it impossible to complete the misgsion. To dete

only three of the Zngineer crewmen hesve returned. Co C "Zeroed in" 217
orgsnic smell bore wegpons. fn experimentsl utility bLost. with 2n electric
motor was tested in 2 nesrby lake end the results proved wvery sstisfectory.
i speed of approximstely & VFH could be obtained gnd it is believed that the
oat will ecarry spproximetely 16 men. The bost wes converted from gszsoline
power Lo electric power fTor the express purrose of having = silent powered
Loet to be used Tor pstrols going scross the thine hiver,

18 Merch: The bn continued its progrem for the csre end meintensnce of
vehicles &nd equipment. Co A completed the work on the conversion of the
eir-rgid shelter into & storesire bunker for duffel bteprs and misc impedi-
ments. Co E furnished bost crews for Inf petrols going across the fhine
Eiver end slso reported thke return of two more of tre missing men lost

on the previous night's patrolling attempt, The return of these two men
brings the nunber of men uvnszceounted for to seven. Co C conducted or-
genized ethletics during the dev gnd =fter derk sssisted in the launching
of the clectric powered utility heet in the Cst Herbor. 411 compenies
sccomplished the treaining ss scheduled by 3-3,

4% Vereh: The bn continued its progrerm of reksbilitetion of personnel

end meintensnce of equipment in eddition to the edherence to the tre‘ning
£s scheduled by 5-3. The intericr of the storege bunker bheing completed,

g deteil from Co A wes sent to complete the final policing of the extericr
and surroundiny grounds. In complisnce with 2 directive from Nintk frmy
Hg Co C posted, in their sssigned sector, bridre clesrence sipns. Co

C zlsc supplied onpineer bost crewmen to ferry g petrol fror the 407 Inf
gcross the rhine niver. The electric yowrreﬂ utility boet wes used by th-
petrol snd proved very sstisfzsctory.

20 Kerch:  A11 compenies continued their maintensnece of equipment and ve-
hicles; slso conducted trezining ss wes schreduled by 5-3, Arrenpgements
were megde with esach comrpeny for them te esch supply four dump troeks 1o
hewl Summerfeld treck for 251 Ingr C Bn on 71 Yer 45, Co U furnished two
men to be host crewmen for & petrol from "Roger's Feoiders", but due to the
feet thet the electric powered t1l‘tv bost hed heen hit during =n enemy
bombing, the petiroel wes cclled off, The toet sunk in the bhine niver, =nd
cennct be recovsfeu. Gun positions for 301 i were dug ent arrengerents
mede to "dip in" the 3179 MA on 21 Her 4%
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21 Mereh: £11 companies continued their progrer of meintensnce of
egquipment end vehicles: eccomplished the training as scheduled: con-

ducted & recennsissance of the bhine Ziver shoreline in asszigned sec-
tors for possible ferry sppreeches: snd esch furnished four dump trucks
zpiece to heul Somrerfeld treek for the 251 Enpr € En. iﬁpTGXi?fT“jF
one-half of the heuling wes completed. the remszinder to he hauled 22

Kerch. Gun pesitions for the 3179 ML were dug end errsnpements in‘tisted
for the procurement of gnother utility bort to replsee tre one lost
20 Meareh 1045,

Z2e _Mgreh: A1l compenies cewrifted the Ltreining £s scheduled, znd con-
tinuved the progrem for the rehsbilitstion of personnel end equiprent.
A reconneissance of spprosck rosds to the fhine hiver wes slso mede by
pll compenies. Tulldozer work wes done for the 379 F£ snd the 2E1FA
Lotk Jjobs consisting of digging pun vositions

25 Mgrehs The bettslion continuved its progrem of mzintensnce of equip-
ment. Treining in the use of the Infentry sssrsult bost and ten men rub-
ber ren bost wes siven to the 406 Inf hy Co B, snd plens were initisted
Jor giving the seme treining te the other In?T Hegts. Tasic Lncineer
treining wes piven to personnel of this bn in prepesretion for the
treining tests ta be given in the nesr future. Corduroy metting wes
febriceted by Co C end during the night leid seme on ithine Kiver ferry
spprosches. Hosd meintenence wes continued bty Companies B end C,

24 Veareh: Treining ss scheduled wes 2ccomplicted by all compenies, In
#ddition to the treining, Co A febriceted cordurocy mstting snd m: in-
telined reosds in their assigned sector. Co B continued its progrsm for
the treining of the Inf in the use of the psssult boat: and fabriceted
cordurey metting. Weintenence of rosds in its pssigmned sector wes
czrried on by Co C. A1l compenies meinteined eguipment snd vekicles.

253 ¥greh: All compenies contirued their programs For the cere £nd main-
tenence of vehicles end equipment. In 2dditien to this, oJl 0¢ﬁ*Fﬂ1Pa
conducted treining on besic EP;]TCE“ subiects in prepsretion ‘or the
erlniﬂg tests to be given 26 Leoreh., Tefitting the bettslion's policy
Tor the reegt end rehetilitetion of personnel, £11 recrestions) freilities
eveileble were efforded the men,

2€ Yercht: The bettelion meintrined i{ts present plen “or the rehebili-
tetion of personnel end eguipment. Treining In the use of the ssssvlt
teoet end 10 men rubber ren toet wez riven to the 408 In? and 4$H In™ by

conmpenies B snd C respectively., end plens vere mede znd cocrdinsted with
the 4«05 In to instruct them in the use o these bosts., Finel plens end
preperstions were completed for the execution of & beattelion retres-
perade to be held 29 -D“Cf ¢nd treining tests on brsic engineer sublrcts
were piven to =11 reinforcements who heve Joined this bettzlion since 1
Feb 45, In eddition to this, conpenies A end C were egch Ingtructed in
the use of tresdwzy equipment in crossing spmell stresms snd ditches,
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27 Marehs In addition to other ectivities, all compenies conducted a pro-
gram for the care and maintenamnce of equipment. (e A conducted treining o
“for reinforcements; end furnished 2 trucks to haul weter scoftening material
for AMG. Co C conducted ssssult host trzining for the Inf znd during the
night furnished boat erews for Inf pstrols to cress the Hhine hiver. The
petrol however, wssealled off due to hesvy enemy resisteonce on the Tar
shore. A Bgttalion retrest persdie wss held ot the Sports Flsze on the
outskirts of Krefeld,

28 March: All compenies continued their progrsm for the care znd msintenance
of equipment and vehicles in preparetion fer the Urd inspretion of wehicles
on 29 March. Asssult bost treining wes piven to the Inf by Ces A and O

and training in delinguent hezsic en-ineer subjiects was conducted by indi-
viduasl companies for their own personnel, =tfgch line Co furnished two dump
“trucks gpiece to hsul water soften ng meterisl for the ANMG, Cos A ond B
conducted organized athletics in the faorm of o beseball rame.

-

29 March: #&n Ord inspection of battslion wehicles wes held in conjurction
with the battalion's progrsr for the csre and meintensnce of vehicles
and equipment.  Co A sccomplished treining with the 10-man rubber asseult
boeats and also posted underpzss clezrence signs. foed meintenence in its
asaipned sector wgs carried ocut by Co B, and Co C receilved sdditlional
training in the use of tresdway equipment from en instruction teesm from
Battslion Hag.

+30 Marehs Al Cos continued their progrem for cere snd mainténsnce of
equipment and rehabilitation of personnel. A prectice losding of =11
‘battalion equipment and persgonal effects wes conducted in preperstion for
future moves. Training in besic tngineer subje<cts wee eccomplished by
all companies; and Co A relieved the E4th Liv of gusrding ANG installet-
ions in Krefeld. A party sponsored by this bettelion for its officers
‘and those from the 251 and 270 Ingrs wes held in the 1084 Inf Div O
Ciub, "Willa Gorrills".

%1 March: The bettalion continued its progrem for the ecrre end meintensnce
of vehicles snd equipment and in conjunction with the plsn for the re-
habilitstion of personnel, orgsnized sthletics were conducted, A11 members
of the battalion who had not previously seen the orientetion film entitled

"Germany" sttended the make-up stowing. Treining in besic Lngineer sub-
jeets was accomplished snd errengements were mede for the combet tesm sttach-
ments from this battalion to move out with thelir respective corbet teems, %
Co “A continued to be responsible for the AN pusrd in Frefeld,



