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The bettelion continued with its plans and prepargtions
coming operation.

for the

Co_#: The company remained in direct support of the 405 Inf. All
plztoons devoted the time to the care and msintenance of eguipment,
improvement of livi%f conditions, and physical inspection.

Co B: The company continued in direct support of the 406 Inf. The
first plstoon had maintenance of equipment, orientstion, and a cless

on enemy mineTields, demolitions, and the bangalore torpedo. The THT
explosive charges for the Infentry were finished by the second plsatoon.
The third plstoon less the third squad msde satchel charges snd the
third sgusd was at the Division fHest Center.

Co C: The company remsined in direct support o the 11 Cav Gp. The
Tfirst platoon did some experimentsl work with the bangszlore torpedo
and its sction in breschiny mine fields. The second plestoon destroyed
disabled armored vehicles and made TNT charges for the Infantry. The
third pletoon continued its work on the rosds st Custom lecrestion
Center.

: = yoses

The battalion continued with the plans and preparations for the
coming operation aslong with the orientation work on the "snake".

Co A: Company remained in direct support of the 405 Inf. Entire
Company utilized time for the improvement of sanitary conditions
and for the csre and maintenance of equipment. In addition teo this,

iigsgnfin reference to the coming operation was maintained with the
0 nI «

Co _B: The Compeny continued to remain in direct support of the 406
Inf. The first platoon in addition to cleaning equipment and wespons,
primed one hundred bangalore torpedes. The gecond platoon made a
mock up of the front lines by laying hasty minefield and triple con-
certinas. This mock up front line is to be used for experimental
purposes. The third platoon less one squad, which was working at

the Division Rest Center, made 70 satchel ¢ es. They also cleaned
equipment and weapons.

Cp C: The company continued to remain in direct support of the 1llth
Cavalry Group. The first platoon was at the Battalion Hest Center.

The second platoon had a detail working on the "snake", and a detail
hauling excess mines to the bettalion dump. In sddition to this,

the TNT charges for the Infantry were completed, making a total of 2500.
The roads between LINNICH gnd L. were checked for mines. The
third platoon returned from the Custom Recreation Center.
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19 Janu 1 :

The battalion continued its support of front line unite and with
its plens end preperestions for the coming operation. In addition to
this the instruction on the snakes was continued.

Co A: The Compeny continued its direct support of the 405 Inf. The
first and third platoons practiced assembling and disassembling the
snske in the vie EDEREN. The second pleatoon prepared pole and satch-
el cherges for the 405 Inf. Co hq made prepsretions for the 6000

mile vehicle inspeetion and for the school to instruct radio operators
in the use of the SCR 300.

Co B: The compeny remsined in direct support of the 406 Inf. All of
the mine boxes were tazken back to the dugg at Puffendorf by the first
platoon. The second platoon delivered 1800 individual THT charges and
20 satchel charges to the 406 Inf. The third platoon, less one squad
which was at the Division Rest Center, utilized time for maintenance
of equipment end the inprovement of 1iving quarters.

Co €3 The company continued to remain in direct support of the 1lth
Cav Gp. The first platoon was at the Bn Rest Center, and the second
platoon mede individusl TNT charges for the Inf. The third platoon
under cover of darknese laid two sections of z deliberate minefield,
fenced in the field, and placed concertinse in front of the field.
This field is to be used for Bsmgalore Torpedo experimentation.

20 Jenuery 1945:

The battelion e&s a whole continued to support front line units and to
further its plsns and preparations for the coming operstion.

Co A: Company continued to remain in direct support of the 405 Inf.
The first platoon utilized the time for the esre and meintenance of
equipment. One squed from the second platoon was on a special detail
for the battalion while the remainder of the platoon prepasred satchel
and pole charges for the 405 Inf. The third platoon conducted ex-
periments on breaching minefields with demolitions. The motor pool
continued with its 6000 mile inspection and the radio section began
the school for the instruction of the men on the SCR 300.

Co Bt The company continued to remain in direct support of the 406
Tnf. The first platoon spent the dsy in maintaining equipment. The
second platoon delivered individual charges of TNT end satchel
cherges to 406 Inf. They elso experimented on blowing gaps in mine-
field snd tectical wire. Maintenance of equipment end personal ssni-
tation was conducted by the third platoon.

Co C: The compeny remained in direct support of the 11 Cav Gp. The
first pletoon returned from the Bn Rest Center and made preparations
for damming the cenal in LINNICH., The second platoon was at the Bn
Rest Center. One squed of the third platoon had a class on the "snake'.
Roed repalr was conducted in eddition to filling and fencing an AT
ditch for a troop crossing. A detail made a 100 foot gep in a de-
liberate minefield practice field and swept the roads in the vie
LINNICH for mines,
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The battalion continued to support front line unitsnand to further its
plans and preparationg for the coming opersation.

Co A: The Co remalned in direct support of the 405 Inf, They prepsred
explosive charges for the 405 Inf which are to be used in the coming
operation. Hoad maintenance in the division sector was executed, and
the remainder of the Co trained in gapping minefields.

Co B: The Co continued to remain in direct support of the 406 Inf. They
continued to prepsre cherges for the infantry and slso to continue their
instruction in the use of the snake znd minefield geapping. Disszbled
armored vehicles in their assigned sector were destroyed.

Co C: The Co remained in direct support of the 407 Inf. The Co con-
tinued with its training in minefield gapping and the use of the snake.
They also maintsined road patrols. Several roads were swept for mines
and minefields were fenced in. In addition to this the Co prepared
charges for the Inf,

22 dJanuary 1945:
The bettaliorn continued its support of front line units in additlon
to furthering the plens end preparations for the coming operation.

Lo At The Co remsined in direct support of the 405 Inf. In view of the
accident which occurred at Co B, all platoons unlosded their explosives
and formed a dispersed Co dump. The first plestoon mede repairs on =
road for the 379 FA, The 24 plstoon less one squad, which wses st the
Division Rest Center on deteil, completed pcole and satchel cherges for
the Inf., In addition to this an underpsss was reconnoitered for demo-
lition. The 3d platoon conducted experiments on breaching minefields
and also reconnoitered an assigned sector of Setterich for possible
defenses,

Co B: The Co remained in direct support of the 406 Inf. No work weas
accomplished due to the accidental explosion which occurred. Complete
informetion on explosion sttached as inclosure,

"'Co_ C: The Co remained in direct support of the 11 Cav Gp. The lst
platoon attended a class on the “snake" for the first part cf the day
and then mede sstchel cherges for the remaining portion. The 24 plstoon
returned from the Bh Rest Center and then prepared for g night detaill
which was lster called off. A detail was then sent to the rosd between
Welz and Linnich which they cleared of dirt and debris, with the aid of
the dozer. The 3d platoon was at the Bn kest Center.

23 Jdanusry 19453

The Bn continued with its plans and preparations for the coming
operation end also continued its support of front line units.
Co A: The Co remezined in direct support of the 405 Inf. The first
pleicon spent the entire peried constructing minefield markers. The
2d platoon prepared pole charges for Co B to replece the cones lost in
the explosion. The 2d platoon also prepared an underpass for demolit-
ion and hed one squad on detail at the Div Hest Center. The 3d platoon
did maintensnce work on roads in their assigned sector,
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Co B: The Co remained in direct support of the 406 Inf. The lst end

3d plstoons both of which were at the BEn Rest Center, sent details to
Gereonsweiler to gather up all the equipment that could be found. These
same detzils then conducted sn inspection in order to determine the
sctual loss of equipment due to the explosion. The 24 platoon clezsned
the streets of Gereonsweiler of debris, which was cesused by the explos-
ion. They also made fifteen prima cord nets. In sddition to this they
removed the demolitions from the bridge at Lindern and slso put on =
demgnstration in conjunction with Co A, 70lst Tank Bn in the use of the
snake.

Co C: The Co remained in direct support of the 11 Cav Gp. The 1lst pla-
toon engaged in road patrol, filling holes in the Zderen Puffendorf roszd
the Geronsweiler Road, and the roads in Ederen. The gravel for these
jobs was obtained from the pit on the Gereonsweiler-Fuffendorf Hoad. The
2d platoon blew a gep in e minefield and swept a road for mines. Then
under cover of darkness they removed several road blocks. The 3d pletoon
rested during the period.

24 January 1945

The Bn continued ite eupport of front line units; snd further planned
and prepszred for the opersation in the nesr future.

Co At The company remained in diree¢t support of the 405 Inf. The 1lst
platoon prepsred charges for blowing mines and prepsred minefields for
gapping in the regimental sector. he 2d platoon prepered 43 pole
charges for use by Co B, demolished an underpass and cleared debris.
The 3d platoon received instruction in chemical warfare.

Co Bt The Co remained in support o7 the 406 Inf., Plans for the com-
ing operation were coordinsted with those of all elements to take part
in the cperstion in the regimentsl sector. During the dsy Cept Ellioti
held cless for platoon comdre, Sgts and squad lesdere to completely
familisrize them with their responsibilities in the operation. The lst
platoon prepsred and delivered pole cherges to 3d Bn 406 _Inf. The 24
pletoon made and delivered primscord rolls to 2d Bn 406 Inf. The 2d
end 3d platcons prepsred gaps in minefields and wire es previously
plenned.

Co C: Co was relieved of supporting 11 Cav Gp and beceme direct sup-
port of 407 Inf., The lst platoon elesred deliberzte minefield section
by blowing with TNT, and hauled three losds of gravel to fill holes
where the mines were blown. The 24 platoon clesred geps in minefielas
in regimental sector. The 3d plstoon repgzired Welz-Linnich road, haul-
ing three losds of gravel snd three of brick rubble to sccompligh the
same, sné bresched minefields during the hours of darkness.

25 _dgnuery 19453

The Bn continued in support of the Inf regiments end during the night
of 25-26 January performec its sssigned missions during operstion
st-i ft- It -
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Co_A: Co remained in suppert of the 405 Inf. The lst pletoon brezsched
minefields in sree to be passed through by 405 Inf. The 2d platoon
worked on roed in regimentsl sector and cleared ébris therefrom; clescred
road of mines. The 34 pletoon sent quertering pesrty out to seek new
locztion for Co. The Co bulldozer worked on road removing debris, dug
in positions for 548 AAA. The bulldozer struck an anti-tesnk mine while
performing the latter task. (Dozer was operating nesr g friendly field
which hed been fenced previously, az portion of the fence hed been blown
down by enemy fire)
Co B: Co was in support of 406 Inf. Plans were coordinated with the
infsntry regiment ‘during the day and in the evening and esarly morning
of the 26th the plans with some changes were successfully executed., In
eddition to preparing geps in barrier, the Co checked Brachelen Streets
for mines.
Co C: Co was in support of the 407 Inf for the coming opersticn. The
1st platoon prepsred 600 lbs THNT chasrges. The 24 end 3d platocns
prepsred to gep minefields and did so during the eerly morning of the 26.
Cperation "SWIFT® - the attack on Randerath, Eraschelin, etc., was
accemplished with no enemy opposition and neo unusual difficulty. &#11
letter Cos immediately began investigetion of roads end houses for
mines and booby traps.

26 Janusry 19453

The En remsined in support of the infentry regiments.

Co A: The Co remsined in direct support of the 40% Inf, The lst plst-
oon wired the far side of a minefield on the MLRE, They also swept

the Wurm-Kleinsiersdorf road for mimes:, but did not cleer it of road
blocks. The 2d platoon furnished engineer support to the 2d Fn 405 Inf
end efter msking preparstions they blew gaps in & minefield snd Tence

in the division seector for operastion PSwift"™. They =21so swept the
Lindern-Renderath snd the Wurm-Honsdorf roeds for mines. The 3d plstoon
wes in direct support of the lst Bn 405 Inf. In sddition to this they
clegred the roads between Leiffarth-Honsdorf-Randerath-Himmerich.

Co B: The Co remained in direct support of the 406 Inf. and es pleanned,
they blow the minefield gaps. Three deteils were formed from the lst
platoon for the purpose of sesrching pillboxes for tooby trzpe end other
details from the 24 platoon searched the houses of Brachelin for booby
treps. Lindern-Brachelén and Brechelén-Randersth rosds were swept for
mines. During the dsylight hours the Co cleered the streets of Brachelen
of mines and obstecles.

Co C: The Co continued to be in direct support of the 407 Inf., The

1st platoon remained in reserve. The 2d and 3d plstoons both supported
the 407 Inf in s successful etteck 2t Erachelén by mesking geps in mine-
fields in the Linnich-Lindern vicinity.

o 1 452

The En continued to support front line units and clerr roads end
suspected sress of mines.
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Co A: The Co remsined in direct support of the 405 Inf., The legt plat-
oon made repeairs on the Honsdorf-Hgnderath road in addition to locst-
ing enemy minefields. The 2d platoon supervised the turning in of ex-
plogives by the infantry end clesgred mines from rosds in their essiined
sector. The 3d plstoon swert roads in their assigned sector for mines
and glso built two foot bridges scross the Wurm EKiver at Henderasth. The
material for these bridges was salveged from nearby buildings.

Co B: The Co remained in direct support of the 406 Inf. The 1lst platoon
cleared snow drifts from the road between Gereonsweiler and Linderu.

The 2d plstoon clesred mines from roeds in their assigned sector. The
3d pletoon picked up TNT satchel cherges, pole chargés, snd bengslore
torpedos from the 406 Inf., The 4th platoon, which is the sttached
platoon from the 279 Engr C Bn erected s iwo strand wire fence sround

2 minefield on the MLR.

Co C: The Co remained in direct support of the 407 Inf. The 1lst platoon
mede 20 1/2 pound TNT chearges for the 11 Cav Gp, The 2d platoon swept
oneé rosd for mines and put signs on the others. They alsoc fenced in an
eregs thet contained 59 Hegal mines. The third platoon with the aid of
the dozer, clesred s road which was psrtially blocked by dirt, =nd &
detsil from this plastoonhsuled en infantry support bridze from

Flosdorf to the BEn Dump.

28 Jenuery 1949:
The battelion remained in direct support of the front line units and
continued with the removgl of enemy mines from roads end fields.

Co A: One platoon from the Co was in direct support of the 11 Cav Cp.
The first plstoon located and merked enemy minefields, made repsirs on
the road from HONSDOKF to RANDE:HATH, and rﬁgsired minefield fences on
friendly minefields between FRUMMEEN and SUGGENATH. In eddition to this
Lt C'Brien esteblished lieson to support the 17 Cav. The 24 platoon
blew end cleared g railroad uncderpsss in order to widen the opening for
the road from BEECK to WUHM & LEIFFARTH. They also fenced end marked
friendly minefields. The third platoon burned enemy demolitions on the
abutment of a bridge in RANDERATH. They slso removed road blocks.

Co B: Cne pletoon in direct support of the 406 Inf and the entire Co
moved to s new location, viec GEILENKIRCHEN, The first platoon clesred
pillboxes of booby treps and then moved to the new Co location. The

2d and 3d platoons moved to the new arez snd spent the remsining part

of the pericd in improving their gquarters end mgintaining their eguip-
ment.

Co Cs: ©One plstoon from the Co was in direct support of the 407 Inf.

The first pletoon checked & minebelt and repaired the fence where
needed. They elso in eddition to putting up booby trap signs on en I
minefield, put up & double strand of barbed wire around e secticn of
minefield. The 2d platoon swept 2 road for mines and fenced in a sec-
tion of minefield., The 3d platoon fenced in an enemy minefield anc swept
a roed for mines. They also repsired the road et the Water Foint in
BAESWETLER .
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