HEADQUAKTERS 327TH ENGINEER COHBAT BATTALICN
Offiee of the Egttalion Commander

APO 102 US Army
_ 3 February 1945.
SUBJECT: After Action feport. '

TO :  Commanding General, 102d Infentry Division, APO 102 US Army

1. In complisnce with Numbered Memorsndum 211, Hesdquarters
102d Infantry Pivision dazted 23 December 1944, the following After
Action Report is submitted:

2. After Action Heport is narrested as follows: 14}
2. From the 5-3 Standpoint. :;

(1) 1 January 1945: The Bn CF was ot K882580 in the vie
of UBACH, Germany. oStaff planning wes directed toward the continued
construction of the barrier in the division sector in aceordence with
the previcusly conceived division barrier plan.

Compeny A remained ot SETTERICH K9255933: and the Co continued in ™~
support of the 405 Inf. The let platoon clesgned and maintained equip—:éh
ment: the 2d and 3d platoons buried mines in a field previcusly laid
northwest of PRUMMEEN (this work was sccomplished during the hours of C;\
darkness). The Co bulldozer dug in armored cgrs for the 17th Cav Sad. b

Company B CP was at GERECNSWEILER K938633; end it continued in -
support of the 407ith Infantry. The Co bulldozer dug in ten dummy |
TD emplacements. The first platoon filled in a gap on MIR with hasty (jﬁi
minefields; the seeond pletoon cleaned and maintained equipment; and - |
the third plestoon buried four sections of deliberate minefield, booby (AP
trapping ten percent of those buried in accordance with present XIII
Corps directive. All minelaying and burying asctivity accomplished
during the night. ' |

Company C was &t EDEREN K9546203; and the compeny remained in
support of the 1lth Cavglry Group. The lst platoon demolished ten
conerete fortifications and prepared eight more for demolition; the
2d platoon patrolled reads snd dumped dirt on the icy surfaces; and
the 3rd platoon iInvestigated areas suspected of being enemy mine-
fields. The Co bulldozer dug positions for the defense of EDEREN,
and also du% ositions for the supported Cav Unit between GERECUNS-

WEILER and LINNICH,

Present freezing temperatures have made the burisl of mines ex-
tremely difficult, particularly in the forward areas. The cold has
made it possible to use roads in the vieinity without requiring the
usual emount of maintensnce, slthough icy surfaces necessitated
gpreading dirt gt corners and areas of traffic congestion.

24 Jenusry 1945:
The Pattelion mission and status of the combet companies remained
the same.

.
Compeny A rested and cleszned and{maintained éﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgfxnzﬂ

- - CANCELLED
e - 477 9 L1 Vi
“:r_f‘_”’—:lu_u—:,, (575" RS IWNE M MTTFE (f//"’/ﬂd/yé




Hg 327th Engr C EBEn
Af'ter Action Report

2d January 1945 (Contd)

Co B: 1lst platoon laid string mines in GEREONSWEILEE; 24 platoon
made a sketch of the anti-tank diteh in front of the RRL, and planned
for the installation of AP minefield in the forward greas (this mis-
sion was not accomplished because a friendly combat patrol was oper-
ating over the area where the mines were to be laid) The Co bulldoz-
er was used by the Div Arty.

Co C: The 1st platoon demolished nine concrete fortificstions in
the division sector. The 2d plstoon provided s rocad patrol end spread
dirt on icy surfaces. The 3d platoon msde wooden blocks to insert in
holes in roads at the site of proposed road blocks (to prevent the
holes filling up). C©Cne sguad investigated suspected enery minefield,
and g detail was furnished for mine hauling to the BEn Supply Ufficer,

1 dan 1945
The battalion mission and stetus of the combat compenies remained
the same.

Co A: The firet platoon made & reconnaisssance preparstory to
the demolition of damaged armored vehicles, pillboxes, and bridges in the
17th Cav sector; and the balsnce of the platoon continued leving s
deliberate minefield. The second platoon cleaned and meintsined
equipment. The third platoon madé reconnsissence for minefield NE
of GEILENKTIRCHEN: end one squad fenced snd marked a minefield which
had been laid by the 405th Inf.

Co Bt A deliberete minefield along the REL was completed; and
the second platoon surveyed and sketched gll wire cbetacles along
the REL, The company bulldozer worked for divisdon ertillery at
Beggendorf.

Co €: The first platoon blew eight pillboxes and one machine
gun emplacement. The seccnd platoon hauled dirt and gravel snd
spread it on rosds in the division sector. The third plstoon fur-
nished & wire loeding &nd hauling detail to the battalion supply
officer; the balence of the platoon continuéd to install blocks in
the holes prepared for mines 2t the sites of EEG%EfEd roed blocks.
The bulldozer dug defensive positions around EDEREN znd hetween
EDEREN gnd WELZ.

J g
The bettalion mission and status of the combst eompanies remained
the seame.

Co A: 4 recormeiseence of previously laid minefields was madej
end e reconnaissence of roeds in the 405th Inf sector was cenducted.
Reconnaissance was made for a proposed minefield on the LR, MNines
in the field between SUGGERATH and PRUMMERN were activeted (aspprox-
imstely 10%) by the first platoon. Barricsdes end signs were put up
at point where 2 bridge has been demolished; two pillboxes were
blown, end two tanks were prepered for demolition. The second plat-
oon removed three sections of minefield, doubled mines therein snd
replaced them,.activsting spproximetely ten percent of them at the
time. The third pletoon hsuled gravel and spread it on reosds in the
409th sector. The bulldozer dug in ecuipment for the 381 FA.
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Co B: The second plstoon laid snti-personnel mire field in front
of the MLR, This was accomplished between 1730 end 2400. Ioth the
first and second platoon had clesses in anti-personnel mines znd mine
fields during the day. The first platoon made daylight. reconnaissance
of ares in front of the 3rd Bn 407th preparatory to laying anti-
perscrnnel minefield. The company bulldozer dug in vehicles for divis=-
ion artillery. (The third pletoon was in the battalion rest center).

Co C: The first platoon repasired demage done to fence gt LINNICE
GERZONSWEILER minefield, snd furnished detail for heuling mines from
PUFFENDORF dump. The second platoon hsuled and spread gravel on roads.
The third plstoon checked an sreeg suspected of being an enemy mine-
field, found no mines. The tulldozer dug positions in the vicinity
of EDEKEN; end en esrth auger furnished by the 1141st Engr C Group
wes employed for digping foxholes snd MG emplacements in rear defen-
sive positions.

5 _danuery 1545
The battslion mission and the stetus of the combat companies remained
the ceme.

Co At First pletoon erected a barbed wire obstacle; leid end mark-
ed a hasty minefield. A daylight reconnzisssnce by the second pletoon
cormender snd sergesznt was mede prior to laying a hasty minefield
between WUEM end LEIFFARTH (on the MIR}; sguad leeders were taken to
the site for orientastion snd the sguads were given special instruction
in hesty minefield drill; the field which wes to be leid in the hours
of derknese wes not completed owing to intense enemy activiity in that
sector during the night. The third platcon loaded, hzuled =znd spread
gravel on roads in the 405th sector; =zlso removed rubble from sireets,
filled chuck holes in streets, and improved draingge in PRUMNERN, The
bulldezer dug in equipment for the 381 FA gt IVMMEINDOEF,

Co Bt The first platoon heuled snd fused 2000 mines. The second
pletoon leid base line for deliberate minefield on the RZFRL. The third
platoon wass in the bsttealion rest center.

Co C: The first platoon lsid twelve sections of delibersie mine-
field, buried one section thereof and installed fences sround the site
of the work. The second platoon prepered mines in the compeny dumps
mede rosd reconnaissance of RURDOEF-FUFFENDOHF-GERECNSHWEILER-WELZ-
EDEREN roads. The third platoon furnished two details of men tc the
bettalion supply officer; prepared road block, investigsted suspected
enemy mined srea (blew ten sections of bsngelore with negetive result) ;
experimenated in the use of the Hader mine detector.

At 201% hours e flash warning was received from division es follows:®
"Be prepared for sny eventuslity in the next twenty four hours". All
companies were notified of the text of the messsge end instructed to
lozd squad tools, gas all vehicles, losd emmuniticn, end to prepere
to destroy anything 7+ - "7 - that could not be moved cn short
notice. Co C was instructed te prepsre the forwerd dump (explosives,
mines, wire, etc) at PUFFINDOSF for demolition.
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& Jen 45, The battalion miesion and status of the combat compenies
remained the seme. The battalion was taken off the slert referred
to 5 Jan 45 at 1600 hours.,

Co A: The first platoon surveyed 11 sections of deliberate mine-
field between SUGGE andl PRUM%EEH. The second platoon worked

on minefield NW of LEIFFARTE wmtil 0400 the morning of the 6th., After
being forced from the field three times by autometic weapons and time
fire,operstions were discontinued; the field being about 50% complete
al the time the platocn wes withdrewn. Lisison end reconnszissence for
continuing work in this field was completed at 1600 and work was re-
sumed gt 2200. The three sections of activasted mines between PRUMMERN
and SUGGERATH were marked. The third platoon worked on the deliberat:
field between SUGGERATH end PRIMMERN, and made reconnsissence for work
to be done in the hours of dezrkness. The Co furnished = night petrel
which consisted of jeep end personnel who petrolled roeds in regimental
sector, reporting hourly te 35-2, 406 Inf.

Co B: The first platoon cleened and meinteined equipment; the second
pletoon wee st the battelion rest center; the third platoon laid 3
sections of deliberate minefield. )

Cec C: The first platoon buried 11 sections of deliberate mines
activeted 12 sections and put AP mines in one eection. The second
platoon destroyed armored vehicles in division sector, furnished a de-
tail to prepere mines st the Company dump, end a detsil to haul ready-
mix from Maastricht. The third platdon checked roed blecks in the vic
EDEFEN, furnished a mine~hsuling detail, and laid 13 sections of delib-
erste minefield. Two earth sugers were furnished the 36th Cav Sg for
drilling defengive positions, and the company bulldozer was used by the
771st 1D Bn for the same purpose.

ELiaq_ii_} the battelion mission and the status of the combat companies
remained the same.

Co Az The first platoon continued to lay a deliberste mine field be-
tween PRUMNERN and SUSGERATH., fThe second platoon rested during the day
Subsequent to night minelaying activity HW of LEIFFARTHE (dpproximstely
300 mines were lsid), and it was reported that the platoon was driven
from the field by close-in .rifle grenade fire. A4 plan to lay the field
during interveals of harassing mortar barrsge wes considered. The third
platoon worked on a minefield between PRUMNERN and SUGGERATH during the
hours of darkness znd rested during the day. A4 detail from company
hesdquarters cut wooden posts to be used as pickete; snd snother detegil
from the compeny wae furnished to assist the 17th Cav Sq in the pre-
paraticn of a concertina obstacle.

Co B: The first platoon prepared charges of INT to place wunder
mines; the second pletoon was at the battalion rest center; =znd the
third platoon laid & deliberste minefield along the mkl, lgying six
Beetions three of which were buried, '

) Lo C:  The first platoon boobytrepped ten sections of a minefield.
The second platoon furnished a road patrol snd repair party, repaired
the FUFFuMIOKK&LRRONSWEILER rosd; furnished a detail tor the demolition
of disebled armored vehieles, and snother detail to hgul =nd prepare
mines. The third platoon checked road block sites in the eivinity
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of EDEFREN; leid 11 sections of mines; fenced 13 seétioms; buried
7 sections, and activated 13 sections. %hﬂ earth augers, furnished
through the 1141st Engr C Bn, worked for the 77lst Bn gnd the

compeny bulldozer wes elsc used by the same orgenization. One earth

guger was used in pregaraticn of defensive positions for Compeny C
in the vieinity of ED .

£ Jdgn 45. The battalion mission and the status of the combat companies
was the seme. During the day, however, lisison was estsblished and
necessery reconnaissance was executed preparatory to Co A passing to
the operational control of the 279th ﬁzgr C Bn (1141st Engr C Gp); and
the necessery prelimineries were completed prior to Co C, 279th Engr
C Bn paseing to the operstionsal control ef the Division ineer. It
Egs4guntemplateﬂ thet the sbove noted changes were to taske place
24004,

Co A2 Platoon commenders reconnoitered roads GEILENK TRCHEN-
SUGGERATH, GEILEHKIREHEH;IMHENDDHE, IMHEHDGREHPREMMERH, LOHERHOF -
PRUMVERN, A fairly heavy snowfall deposited considerable snow and
ice which packed on paved roeds but all roads were opem to treffic.
The first platoon heuled barbed wire; the second pleatoon hauled end
spread eight loads of gravel on the GEILENKTRCHEN. SUCCERATE roed: snd
the third platoon put gravel on the streets of IMVENDORF gnd PRUMMERN,
A detail from compeny headquarters continued to cut post to be used
a8 pickets and another detaill assisted 17th Cav in plecing concertins
obstacles. ’

Co B: The firgt platoon was in the battalion rest center; the
second platoon furnished road patrols from 1300 to 1600 (the period
during whiech the heavy snowfall oceured); end the third platoon leid
a deliberate minefield along the ERL.

Co C: The first platoon repaired minefield fence of field ghout
midwey between GEREGﬁEWEILER end LINNICH, later clezned tools and
eguipment and executed a reconnaissence of & minefield in the vieinity
ug LINNICH, The second platoon demolished dissbled armored vehicles
in the division sector; furnished e deteil to heul ready mix from
MAASTRICHT, The third platoon checked rosd bloek preperations in the
vieinity of EDEREN, laid six section of deliberate minefield, four
sections of which were sctivated.

9 Jap 45. The bsttalion mission waes the same., At 082400 Co 4 pessed
to the operstional control of the 279th Engr C Bn end @ C of that
battelion passed te the operstiochel control of the Division Engineer.

Co A: Wes almost entirely engaged in snow control in sectors
assigned by the 279th Engr C Bn (en ares bounded by GEILENKIRCHEN,
UBACH, SCHERPENSEEL, TEVERN). The Company hg cut woodenpickets and
the company furnished a roesd security patrol which reported hourly
to the S-2, 406th Inf.

Co Bt The firet plstoon was in the bettalion rest center. The
second platoon provided a roasd patrol and worked on the deliberate
minefield on the RRL. The third platoon worked on the minefield on
the RERL also. 5















