Hq 327th Engr Com. -t Bn

After Action Repert 3335325:3—1—-%.

22 February 1945:

The Bn made its finsl plans for the crossing of the Heoer, continued
its support of the Infentry, and established the bettalion forward
CF in Rurdorf,
Co A: A detail from the first platoon completed the building of the
corduroy matting while the remsinder of the company prepsred and moved
itself te Rurdorf for the river crossing.
Cos B and C: The entire dﬁf was spent in preparing for the operation
which was scheduled to begln at 2303304 Feb 45.
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23 Fet 483  The rtt;l.cd, with the 1l4lst Engr C Gp in “Hﬁmc"t, Surp—
orted & crossing of the Roer Hiver by the 102d Inffhtry Divis hcn.
Tk conceived plan for the cross;nb wes as Tollows: £
gr C Bn wes to furnish engineer crpews for the g
of two infeantry compsnies sbresst and to construct
bridges for subseguent Lﬂfaﬁir"' Co C this Bn, was to COn&
infentry support bridege and e lTGcChEb thereto. 4t R RDORF Lke lE?E
dngr C Bn was to furnish engineer crews for the Hsﬂault cressing of
one compeany of infantry and to build two footbridges; Co 4 this Bn,
wes to construct an infantry support bridge end e;;roqches the reto.
The 9c9th Treedv:cy Bridge Co was to furnish equipment and technicsl
sssistance necessery to the later cohsTr4ct1Gn of treedwsy bridges et
L_A__L {w;tn the 279th Sngr C Bn ) end et HNUEDORF (with the 1276 Engr
C B ], JOL“ to he begun on orders of the AﬂginEET Con Erue““. The
d“l&u Engr © En weas in general support of the 1141zt Bng T C Gp =nd
cherged with the gpecifiic missions of prﬁering the nesrshore ay
Lo the treedway bridge sites and furnishing cerryving deteils for t
units constructing footbridges. Twn provisionsl plstoons of the §51lst

En; ST C In LG*“l*h; 2 officers end 100 men were to aid in cerrving foot-
bridge at the RUHDOHF site =znd leter to carry material for the infaniry
support bridge st RAURDCHF, The “emukb. rters and Service Conpany this
bettzlion, wes to 2id in garrying infantry support bridge msterisl et
LINTCE, end pO fumﬂLah £ fcm men #s littler bearers for the lMedicel
Detechment ot RIEDCRF, Co A this Bn was to furnish 100 men to carry
boets for assgs lt crossings at NUHDCHF,.

Cn the niyh pricr to the c¢rossing the verious command posts were
locsted zs follows: Co A and Co B combined in LmjDCdJa Erttq1le“ ok
end 114lst Ingr C Gp combined et HURDORF, 1276th Engr C Bn in BURDOSRF,
Ce C LINNICH, 27%th Engr C En LIXNICH .

Follows herewith s narrative tsken from notes meade ﬁurinf'&he gctiomnt
Lete din the evening of the 22nd & direct rocket hit on the zir relc
shelter occupied by Co € in 1414lu} killed Lt Hammer, ulstecon commander,

his driver sznd wounded his platoon sergesmt snd Lt EBo hl:ﬂiQ” Adminsitre tL?E
Cfficer of the compeny wes pleced in command of the pleatoon. L 4% minute

preparation of srtillery wes begun at 0245 moving bsack to g prev: lously
gglreed 1line st 0330 at which time the ssszult crossing wes begun. Ab
0400 Co A reported thet they were regdy to install desd men snd ths
until that time they hed sustained only nine cesualties, snd st 0410 the
bridee wes bezun. Shorily thereafter 15 boets from Co A were given to
the 1276th Engr € En who wes sustsining sericus losses of ”;"'LW* bosts
in the crossing, snd reserves of asssult bosts kept in EDEHEN wem sent
for. &t 0495 wea reported thet the first Bn 405th Inf had been cross

5 2
ed in ssegsull ta. At 0519 it wss reported thet o advance bridging

- yfﬂXLuELELh one sqgued of C¢ Aghsd been completely
eliminated except . ‘r one men when a shell Tu"“t 1eﬁ“ their bost on the

re. Lt Col 5 Sulliven, 2515t Zngr C BEn r Lcrteﬂ that & bulidozer
¥ }"_

v e negrshore spproaches end that until that time only

twe of his men hed been weounded. At 0517 Cept Telbert, CC 227th Hed Det
reported thet casuslties hed =zlowed up. At D 23 1t wae r@;crteﬂ thet the
1st En 407 hed completed 1lis crossing at MIELLUT'E" Qa.00 M 0525, 1276
Enpr C Bn reported that the 2nd Ln 405th Inf hed sterted t crosg &t
AURDBOAR, #FF+ ore footbridge was completed but that some .JF'*c1’*" WES
20 oct erews ouine to erouciiirs At 072, 1276th Gner C Bn requestes

- LUEL CIeWs o c-:.l».:J.‘L.LF‘ snd it 'r-:-b J*‘r:‘feL tc frrniskh then

L 1raom crivmring detes .1.5 ol the o Elﬂ‘t L‘r_{-_:_'r O Fn.
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At 0547, 279th Ingr C Bn reported thet progress wss extremely slow of
LINWICHE and thet they might possibly commit the bridge plstoon. At 0550
Col Rogers, commanding the 1141st Engr C Gp ordered the one uncommitted
compeny of the 251st Engr C Bn to move to EDEREN snd stend by. At 0600
guy line end rope wes requested by 1276 =nd wes inmediately sent Tor. At
0603 CO Co C reported "eerrying bridge perts to site, cable not quite
across". At 0606 Col Rogers ordered the bridge pletoon of the 27%th
committed. At 0616 messsope wes sent to Co € that & crater existed on
LINNICH-GLIMBACH roed requiring spproximetely 30 vd of rubble. At 0626
Lt Col Sulliven reported that his men were tmeble to put down Corps met-
ting on the approeches to HUEDCHF bridge becszuse there were so many dead
and woundecd lying in the rced (zt least 25 by Lt Col Sullivan's estimete.
He further reported thet the =id ststion wes full end that msterisl for tre
infentry support bridge was being hend cerried to the site. 1276th re-
portec et 063z thet the footbridge turned over with the flost cable on it,
and that they were not getting suffiecient infantry over to support the
alleacks COU Co A reported that he had given U sssault bosts to 1276, that
the enemy is shelling the shore hesvily, that the shelling hes stopped
the trailer load of ten boests from coming to the shore, znd that in his
opinicn that the support bridge will be later than plenned. Lt Col
Anderson made a decision to construet ¢ light bridge with bosts ten feet
centel’ to center in order thet it be used to take infantry across. At
0642 Divislen Hesdquerters wes notified that the overturned footbridge

at TURDOAF would be taken gpart eond used to reinforce the other bridge

at thet site. At 0650 it was decided to bring up LVt 4s to crossz infeantry
at RURDOHE, At 0707, Mgjor Fitceirn reported thst seversl boets hed been
taken to ithe RUMDCLF bridge site but that it was too hot at thet time to
do eny work on the shore. At 0722 he reported 11 casuslties in Lt kessa's
pleteon at the infaniry support bridge site, and wes told to load the
boats end meke every effort to continue the work. At 0722 Msjor Chepmen,
S-3 of 1276, celled for 20 more asssult boats stating thst until thet time
they hed used 60. At 0730 the reserve compsany of the 251lst Engr C Bn
moved out of EDEREN with additionsl ssssult bosts. The ssssult boet sit-
vation was becoming critiecal snd ot €733, Col Anderson released two traile
er leeds of bosts te the 127€ Engr C Bn, snd ordered through the 5-4 =g
many boats ss poseible from Nith Army to be brought on Army trucks. At
0736 Division Headouarters wes notified that zsssult bosts were being

shot to pieces as gquickly as they were brought to the shore. At 0747
Division Headquarters ordered the asssult crossing stopped st once in
order thet the remaining boats be preserved for bridge construction. it
0756 message wes received that 38 boszts were on the wgy to HUEDORF. oot
0756 Cept Lacy, 53~2 stationed st LINKICH repcorted that work had now been
resumed on the bridge site there sfter being temporsrily held up by im=-
tense shellfire. It wese noticed that enemy sriillery would remein I'e=
letively inective until our fire had let up end then deliver very effect-
ive fire agesinst owr working perties, snd becsuse of thisuﬂnl Lndgrgqﬁ
requested steady artillery support =t 0603. At 0804 Col Rogers notified
the Corps Engineer thet 21l his reserves had been committed. At 0805

Col Anderson commiited the remegining uncommitted plstoon of uo_E_;;_fe~_
peir g culvert vié of LINNICH, lajor Chapmen telephoned from ulﬂﬂﬁﬂb.SltE
that he thought that most of the fire being directed apeinst the working
parties was coming from en szimuth 70 degrees znd divisioen artillery wss
nctified et 0815.
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At 0B0OY Division G-3 stated that the decision to stop the assault cross-
ing was up to the Regimental Commander of the 405th Inf (it is to be
noted that message received at 0747 to stop the assault crossing came
from G-3); & check was made snd CO 405th did sgpprove helding the asssult
eressing at 0817. At 0B22 Col Rogers was sdvised thet there were no
boets at WMAASTRICHT or LIEGE snd thet Army wes going back for some. At
0830 Mejor Fitcairn advised that there were 44 bosts on hand at the
Y URDORF site and that they were proceeding with the infantry support
bridge with boats 8 feet center to center. At 0832, 23 boats were
received from the 70 L Pon Co and 70 were promised from MAASTHICHT

to arrive gbout 1030. At 0845 our battzlion promised to furnish Corps
metting to the 251st Engr C Bn to cantinue their work. At 0845 Col
Rogers snd Lt Col Amderson deperted RURDORF to LINNICH. llessage was_ re-
ceived ot 0855 that 100 asssult bosts would arrive in PALENEERG in 14
hours. The LVT 48 arrived at river at 0905 and it was decided tc use
them first for infantry end laster for AT guns. At 0925 Col Allen, Ex O
of the 114lst Engr C Gp reported that the footbridge et HURDOKF hzd
been destroved by a tree floating downstream. And by 0924 it wes learned
that the footbridge at LINNICH was out of sction. At 0644 a radio
message wes received from Lt Lent (Co B) from TETZ thet & minefield
was discovered unburied near 994635, that it did not cross the rosd, he
further reported that there wss no crater in the road snd that & sitream
shown on meps was only & trickle and no obstacle. At 1000 it was said
that the support bridge at HURDCRF had been knocked out and theat it was
coming down the river, sll working parties in LINNICH were notified. At
1005 a platoon from B Co went across to clear rosd from IMEBUSCE to
980657. At 1017 Mgjor Chepman called for smoke up snd down the river.
At 1018 it wes learned reliably that the RURDORF Support bridge wes
knocked out by an LVT when it drifted down the river into the bridge. &t
1019 Col Rogers cslled for the 989 Tresdway Bridge Company to bring up
equipment, At 1020 it wes reported that the RUHDCHF support bridge
that was knocked out by the LVT hed temporarily come to rest om & bar

in the river. At 1035 the LINNICHE footbridge was reported in operstion,
the support bridge there was Jjust being started, snd tresdwsy ecuipment
for LINNICH was ordered. At 1040 it wes reported thet the infentry
support bridge at RURDORF hasd been started sgein. ‘Artillery fire on the
RURDORF site wee still bad end the posibility of using smoke was dis-
cugsed but it was decided mot to use it becsuse sufficient equipment
was not aveilsble to smoke enough of the river to effectively conceal
the work snd its locetion. At 1050 expert artillery observers were asked
for st the bridge sites so that the enemy artillery fire could be sccur=
ately reported upon. At 1058 Lt O'Brien ( Co A) and his platoon decided
to cross at LINNICHE site to inltiste their work of sweeping roads on the
enemy side of the river. At 1105 assistance from the 55lst Engrs was
requested gt RURDCRF but they could not be located. At 1107 it wes
learned thet Chemical Werfere had seversl hundred smoke pots znd details
of men tg operate them but that they were only to be used on orders of
the genersdl. At 1139 five rounds of heavy artillery were recelved on
the LINNICHE trdway: bridge site knocking out one Frockway truck. it
"1143 Mpjor Piteairn reported then sn underpass et 001646 wes blown end
that it would need a small bulldozer tc clear it. At 1145 Cept Lacy
reported from LINNICE thet the support bridge was started, that three
pontons were in end that msterial was on hand, that CO Co C estimated
that it will be complete by 1330.
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At 1155 it was estimated that the RURDORF support bridge would be com-
pleted by 1430. At 1158 it was reported that Div Arty was dispatching
expert erty observers to the bridge sitee. &t 1221 the gid station in
RURDORF requested dry clothing for men brought in. At 1229 it was be-
lieved that RURDORF footbridge would be in operation in % hour. The men
from the 551st Engr C En were back in RUBEDORF. At 1247 the RURDORF foot-
bridge was in operstion snd carrying infantry across. A&t 1250 the in-
fantry support at LINNICH reported 2/3 completed. At 1255 it was learned
thet 100 assault boats left PALENBERG st 1130, At 1310 the infantry
support bridge at RURDOHF was complete, and Co A was to begin immediately
on the far shore spproasches snd fer shore roads. At 1313 & crew from Co
A wes scheduled to work on the far shore approach while the balance of the
compsny was to eat snd reorgeanize. At 1319 a detail from the 70 L Pon Co
took over maintensnce of the support bridge at RURDOEF. A&t 1332 Capt
Lacy reported from LINNICH thet the infantry support bridge there lacked
only two pontons. At 1335 it was estimeted that the treadwsy bridge &t
RURDORF would be in at 1900. At 1347 both the LINNICH and RURDORF sites
were cglling for more steel treadwsy. The far shore approach to the
infantdy support bridge st LINNICH wes being prepasred st 1400 and it
was estimated that the bridge would be in operation by 1430. At 1440
the Corps Engr requested helf from the 251st Engr C Bn on the far shore
approsches to the RURDORF support bridge, and at 1450 Lt Col Anderson
requested information as to why the detail from Co A was mnot being used
on that spproach. CO Co A reported that deteil had not been sent to far
shore spprosch to work because the area had not yei been swepit of mines.
At 1500 Lt Col Anderson estimated for Corps that the treadway et LIENICH
would be complete at 2100 end that the one at RURDOEF would be done. at
2000. At 1503 it was reported that there was still congiderable arty on
the LINNICH bridge site. At 1508 authority was given the 5-4 of the 405
Inf to put two jeeps and trailers across the support bridge at RUED®R F
for evacustion purposes. At 1517 the LINNICH-G ICH road and the
KUFFELBERG-GLIUBACH road were reported clear of mines. At 1537 it was
noted that there was a soft spot agross the river in the road near
KUFFELBERG and that although it could be bypassed for a while it would
soon bog down, cordurcy was thought advisable, and Cept Ellioti who geve
this report recommended that a bulldozer be put across the river as

soon as possible. At 1557 traffic was opened on the RURDORF support
bridge ss far as GUT BISCHOFF and it was thought that it would soon

open to TETZ. At 1617 traffic was going over both support bridges, At
1622 the 70 L Pon Co was mainteining both support bridges, the 1276 was
maintaining near approaches in RURDORF, the 279 doing likewise in
LINNICH end elements of our battalion were maintaining the far shore
gpproaches in both sites. By 1646 AT guns had been passing over both
support bridges for some time. An estimate on the H ORF" treadway
bridge was made to division headquarters at 1747 at which time it was
believed that it would be open at 1830. At 1825 Cept Elliott, €o B, had
completed reconnaissance of far shore roads snd expe€ted 1o begin work
soon. At 1830 it was estimated that the RURDORF treadway would be open
in one hour, at which time it was observed that the men on the working
parties were very tired. At 1925, 34 loaded rubble trucks in SETTERICH
were sent for, for use on the far shore roads and it was expected thet
they would be the first vehicles across the RURDORF treadway. '
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At 2015 it was reported that the LINNICH treadway bridge had been com-
pletely bombed out, andat 2056 it was reported that the treadway bridge
of tha B4th Division which was slightly dowmstream of our own was &1s0
a complete loss. Lt Col Anderson estimated for Corps that it would take
all night to replace the LINNICH tresdway. At 2107 it was reported that
work on the RURDORF treadway was slowed up by shoal water on far shore
and smaggy bottoms which necessitated eribbing. At 2115 the following
division of engineer road work was madej Co B RURDORF-GUT BUSCHOFF-TETZ,
Co C GUT BUSCHOFF-IMBUSCH-LINNICH-GEVENICH, 251 Engrs TETZ-KIFFELBERG,
At 2142 the treadwsay bridge wes completed at RURDORF and it was planned
that the rubble trucks go over it first followed by the TDs. &t 2217
three loads of corduroy went scross the RUEDCRF treadway and shortly
thereafter & D-7 bulldozer passed across enroute to GUT BUSCHOFF., At
2340 the rubble trucks were in RURDORF and were erossing to the far
shore.













