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HEADQUARTERS 327TH ENGINEER CCMBAT BATTALION
Office of the Battealion Commander

APO 102 1B
3 March 1945.

SUBJECT: After Action Report
TO ¢+ Commanding General, 102d Infentry Division,APC 102 1S Army

1, In complisnce with Numbered Memorendum 211, Hesdquarters
102d Infentry Division dgted 23 December 1944, the following After
Action Report is submitted:

2. After Action Report is narrated as follows:

gs From the S=3 Standpoint.

1 Fepbrusry 194%5:

The battelion remsined in suppert of front line units and staff
planning for the crossing of Hoer River was continued.
Co A: One plstoon remsined in direct support of the 11 Cev Gp. The
first platoon spent the time for eere and maintensnce of equipment and
for the improvement of their living querters. The second plstoon held
a class in defense sgainst chemical sttack. Care and meintenance of
equipment was slso done. The third plstoon clesred roed blocks snd
meintained equipment. '
Co B: The first platoon, due to the fect that it wes on = night mis-
sion, rested during the first part of the period. They then received
instructicn in the Defense ggainst Chemical attack, and swept the
road epproaching and surrounding a pillbox. However, the work wss
not completed beczuse of the lsrge gmount of shrepnel present, Ccaus-
ing the detector to register continuously in certain zresas. %he
second platoon completed the laying of amdectivation of en AP Mine-
field. FPreparations were made Tor e joint mission with the 406 Inf,
but lster developments mede it necessary to postpone the operstion.
The third pletoon turned in a1l of the besic logd of explosives to ithe
dump at Puffendorf. A class was held for instruction in the defmnse
sgzinst chemical atteck. Two pillboxes were destroyed and two more
partially destroyed.
Co C: One gguad from the first platoon at Rolduc doing genersl mein-
tenance work. The second platoon repaired a minefield Tence, removed
the long pickets and mine gap signs from a roed southeast of Lindern,
destrcyed by explocding,Teller and English mines, removed a roed block,
and blew g Tiger tank. The third platoon repaired minefield fences end
sgept roads for mines. All places that were suspicious were blown to
be positive thet no mines remained. The platoon from the 1276 Engr
Cembat BEn cleared roads and shoulders of mines. The shoulders were
cleared for a distance of 20 feet on each side ¢f the road.

2 Fegrjga;x 1945¢:

The bsttsiion continued to remsin in direct support of front line
units snd also cohtinued the staff plamning which has sgain been ini-
tiated Tor ihe crosaing of the Roer River.
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2 Feprugry 1945 (Cont'd)

Co A: The first platoon had one squed in the vie Setterich Tilling holes
which hed been mode for erstering cherges. The remainder of the plstoon
removed mines from roesd blocke, removed createring cherges, snd desgtroyec
and evacusted AT mines which hed Leen previcvaely picked up. The second
pletoon cut minefield fence posts for the third platoon which was fenc-
ing minefields north of Frummern.

Co_B: The first platoon swept the aress sround several pillboxes for
mines end then fenced in the sa2id zress. The second plstoon filled rosd
craters in the vic Geilenkirchen. They alsc prepered for their joint
night mission with the Infantry. The third platoon precticed river cross-
ing with rubber reconneissence bosts end footbtridge in the vic Geilen-
kirchen. The night mission which hed been planned was unsuccessful be-
cause of the swiftness of the current in the Roer Hiver,

Co C: The first pletoon hed one ggusd 2% the reat center in Roldue and
the remginder ot the platoon moved the!r explosive dump to Welz. The
gsecond platoon repsired minefield fenees. The third plstoon heuled brick
from Lindern t¢ be used in roasd repair, merked end fenced minefields,
swept end recheclied roesds for mines, and hsuled explosives from Lindern
to their compseny dump.

3 February 19453

C The battalion continued its support of front line units and elso
its planning for the crossing of the Ilcer River.
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Co A: One platoon continued to support the 11 Cav Gp until 0320004
Feb 45 at which time 1t switched to direct support of the 405 Inf. The
entire compeny attended the orientation film "Germeny". The first pla-
toon neutralized rosd blocks snd filled ¢ratering cherge holes in the
vie of Setterich. The second pleotoon waes detciled to Capt Lecy for the
purpose of laying en sirstrip in the vie of Eimburg. The third plstoon
Tenced and marked minefields, and also picked up and destrecyved a number
of AT mines. The company bulldozer dug zun positicns for the 381 FA in
the vic of Gereonsweiler.

Co Bz All pletoons sttended the orienteticn film, "Germany”™. The first
pletoon swept the zreas sround severgl pillboxes for minez and then
Tenced in these sreas. The rozd between Lindern and Brachelen was swept
to mske the roed wide enough for two way traffic. The second platoon
on & night mission blew three pillboxes. The third platoon did road
repair work snd mesde & reconnsisssance of rosds to determine the smount
of repsir needed. T

Lo C2 The entire company attended the orisntetion film Germany". The
first platoon had one sgusd at the rest ecenter in Holdue. The second
platoon continued its wecrk on & minefield fence. The third platoon
hauled srevel for roszd meintenesnce, removed a hasty minefield, fTenced

a Schu minefield, and swept the srez surrounding the field for mines.
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4 February 1945z -

The Bn continued its support of front line units. The plens and
preparstions for the crossing of the Hoer Hiver were continued.
Co A: The Tirst platoon neutraslized and removed road blocks, {4id rosd
repair work (vic Setterich), snd cut wooden reinforcement minefield
fence posts. The second platoon fenced a minefield west of Lindern. The
third platoon fenced and merked minefields and supplied the guard for
the company demolition dump st Bsesweiler. The Compeny bulldozer dug
gun positions for the 381 FA in the vic Gereonsweiler.
Co B: ©One squed from the first platoon worked with a teank dozer from
the 749 Tank BEn clearing and cleaning the rcads in Erachelen. The remain-
der of the platoon worked on the Randersth-Brachelen road. The second
platoon maeintsained eguipment and then under cover of darkness hlew twc
pilliboxes. The third platoon did road repair work and the company bull-
dozer worked on the gtreets in Yurm filling' holes end ecrsaters.
Co C: The first pletoon had & squad at the rest center in Roldue mnd
the remainder of the platoon wss detziled to guard the company explos-
ive dugip and haul gravel for H&S Co. The second platoon continued to
work on a minefield fence. The third platoon hasuled brick for rosd
repair, removed minefield fences, hauled AT mines to Army Engr Depot
#7 and blew British mines and swept roads for mines.

5 Februsry 1945:
The Battalion continued its direct support of front line units and

the plans and preparations for the coming offensive were furthered.
Co A: The first platoon removed trees from the vie 381 FA gun positions,
removed mines thet hsad been used as road blocks, end continued to guard
build ngs whieh will lster be used by the 327th Engr Combat Bn. The sec-
ond platoer provided the guard for the company demolition dump snd mein-
taingd their equipment. The third plstoon fenced minefields. The Com-
pany bulldozer dug gun positions for the 381 FA in the vie Puffendorf.
Lo B: The first and second squads of the first platoon did roasd repair
work on the Randerath-Brechelen roed. The third squad, with the bull-
dozer, cleared the streets of Prachelen. The second platoon returned
from a night mission at 0530, rested, drew equipment, and clesgned tools
end equipment. The third platoon maintained roads.
Co Cs The first platoon had one squad &t the rest center in Roldue,
and the remainder of the platoon acted as guards for the company ex-

losive dump esnd the houses which will be lster used by the 327th Engr

ombat Bn. The sedond platoon under cover of darkness, took a patrol
z2cross the Hoer Hiver and worked on a minefield fence The third pla-
toon removed road blocks, and hauled brick for roed mesintenance.

6 Janusry 1945:

The Bn remained in direct support of its front line units, end con-
tinued its plans and prepsrations for the crossing of the :-wer Hiver,.
Every effort is being mede by the battalion to keep the rosds in the
division sector in & usable condition.
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& Februsry 45 (Cont'd)

Lo Ar The first pletoon detailed guards to gusrd the billets which gre
to be used later by the battalion. Another detsil searched for absndoned
demoditions stock piles which were intended for road blocks. Some
Nitromon was found, collected, and removed to the BEn dump at Puffenderf,
The second plstoon trained with the Infantry Support Eridge in the vie
Frelenberg. The third plastoonsglso trained with the Infantry Support
Bridge. They also hauled rubble for road maintenance. 4 detail from
Company headquerters cleasred sn srea of mines in the vie Setterich to be
used @8 an airstrip by the 381 FA.

Lo _B: The entire company moved to ite new locstion in Bagesweliler. The
CF wgs closed in =t 061515A. The third plstoon mede a reconnsissance of
river crcssing sites in the vie Flossdorf snd the proposed site for the
grossin: of the Tetz Canal.

Co €t The first platoon prepsred fer a night mission, which was later
cancelled and elsc did rosd repair work. The second platoon did rosd re-
peir work end participsted in 2 Jeint night mission with the infantry
which consisted of teking an infentry petrol across the Heer dHiver in

vie Linnich. The third platoon did roed repsir work on the Ederen-Welz
rogd.

Fe i

The Bn continued its support of front line units snd also its plans
and preparations for the coming operation "Grenade". All possible means
were expedited to keep the roads in the division sector in a usable con-
dition.
Co At The first platoon was detailed to guard billets in Rurdorf which
would later be used by the battalion in operation "Grenade". The second
and third platoons both mainteained rosds in their assigned sectors.
Co B: The entire company was employed in meintaining the reoads in their
assigned sector, with the company bulldozer being used on the Ederen-
Gereonsweiler road. In sddition to its road work, the third platoon swept
the road from Flossdorf to the Roer River for mines, but none were found.
Lo C: A detail composed of men from the first and second platoons made
road repairs on the Welz-Ederen road, and the company bulldozer worked in
conjunction with this detail. During the hours of darkness the remsinder
of the first plstoon swept the bridge site approach in the vie Linnich for
mines; and ferried s patrol from the 407th Inf across the Hoer Hiver. #n-
other patrol from the 407th Inf was ferried across the Hoer Hiver by the
second platocn. In preparation for the coming operation, the third platoon
practiced constructing the Infantry Support Bridge on the Wurm River. Dur-
ing the night, two details from this platoon were to ferry Inf patrols
gcross the Roer River, but when the Engineers who were late, arrived at
the selected location for the erossing, the Inf patrols had already gone.
Lt Haommer who was to be in charge of the crossing, was late returning from
the bridge training site; so Cgptain Page notified the Inf. He was told
that the patrols had already left for the river. By the time the engin-
eers arrived at the crossing site which was gpproximately twenty minutes
later thean the appointed time, the Inf had =zlready been there and were
across the river. They had used their own men as boat crewmen.
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8 February 1945:

support of front line units was mzintained by the battalion: the
plans and preparations for the crossing of the Roer River were advsnced;
and the roads in the division aresa were repaired as much as possgible con-
sidering the large amount of traffic using them.
Co A: The first plstoon prepared prima cord nets for the 405 Inf and
then after dark ferried an Iinfantry patrol acpss the Roer River =t
Flossdorf. The second platoon did roasd repsir work on the Ederen-
Puffendorf road; made prima cord nets; and practiced constructing and
using the Inf Support Bridge at Frelenberg. The third platoon worked
with the second platoon on the Ederen-Fuffendorf road and in the con-
struction of the Inf Support Bridge. In addition te this they unlosded
bridge equipment to be used in the erossing of the Hoer River 2t hurdorf.
Co B: A1l platoons did rosed maintenance work on the Ederen-Gereonsweiler
road. Lt Lent made a reconnaissance of the Welz-Rurdorf road to determine
its condition. He reported road in good condition. The Company bull-
dozer dug in three guns for the division artillery vie Gereonsweiler.
Co C: The first platoon prepared for end executed & night mission
which was to ferry an infantry patrol across the river. The mission,
however, was unsuccessful because of heavy enemy fire. One engineer
soldier was wounded. The second platoon also prepared for and czrried
out a night mission which was to ferry infantry wiremen aerocss the Hoer
River. The mission was successfully fulfilled, but one engineer soldier
is missing and one was slightly wounded. The third platoon prepared for
and carried out a night mission which was to unload bridge materiel in
the vicinity of the proposed bridge site in operation "GRENADE", A1l of
the material, however, was not unloasded and carried to the site because
of a late start. The Company bulldizer wss moved to Linnich where it
would be availsble, if needed, for the coming operstion.

Fe 1 z

Direct support was furnished to front line units by the battalion
and finagl plans and prepesrasticns for operation "Grenade" were completed.
A forward CP wae established in Burdorf for the operational control of
the bsttelion. However, due to the rise of the level of the Roer Hiver,
the operetion which was to start 1005304 Feb 1945 was postponed for
twenty four hours,
Co A: All platoons prepared to snd moved to Rurderf in preparstion for
the coming operstion. The second platoon completed znd delivered the
prims cord nets which were prepsred for the 405 Inf. The company bull-
dozer was moved to Welz 80 28 to be gveilable if needed in the operztion.
Co B: The first end second pletoons prepsred for the forthcoming
operaticn. The third platoon continued to work on the Ederen-Gereon-
sweller road, and they also prepzred an eree in Puffendorf to be used
for the storsge of the company's basic load of explosives and demolit-
ions,
Co C: All platoons rested from the previous night missions. Later
rubble wss hauled for the maintenence of the Ederen-Welz roed, and 3
truckloads of rubble were held in resdiness for the bridge approsches
to be used in the coming operation.
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10 Februgry 1945:

The Bn remsined in readiness for the operstion "Grensde" which had
been postponed twenty four hours. However, the cperstion wes lster
postponed indefinitely g0 the battglion diverted itself to the main-
tensnce of rosds in ‘the division sector.

Co A: The first platoon hauled rubble for the Ederen-FPuffendorf rosd
end also prepsred snd delivered timbers which were to be used by the
405 Inf in the crossing of the Roer River., The second and third pla-
toons alsce hauled rubble to be used for rosd maintensnce on the Lderen-
Puffendorf road.

Lo B: All pletoons prepsred for the coming operation which was lster
postpened indefinitely. The second plstoon hauled rubble for the
maintenance of the Ederen-Gereonsweiler road. The third platoon sup-
plied one squad and truck to be used for hsuling rubble for the mein-
tenance of the roed in the vicinity of the battelion CP. The Company
bulldozer dug in three tank destroyers snd hauled ammunition to them.
Lo C: Rubble was hauled for the maintenance of the Ederen-Wel:z road,
the Ederen-Merzenhsusen road, end for the streets of Ederen. All
platoons made plans and prepsrstions for night patrols which were
later called off. Capt Page and = detail placed a new water level
geuge in the Boer River in the vicinity of Flosgsdorf.

11 February 1945:

The battalion furnished direct support to front line units and re-
mained in resdiness in the event that the Foer River level would go
down enough to ensble the initistion of operation "Grenede". The En
forward CF was closed until the execution of the operstion. A1l sgveil-
eble mesns were used for road maintenence,

Co A: The first platoon was reliwed of guerding billets in Rurdorf

end the remainder of the period was devoted to personal hygiene. The
second platoon relieved the first platoeon as billet guerds:; znd slso
sent out a reconngissance petrol to the proposed operstion bridge site.
The third pletoon did road meintenance work on the Rurdorf-Merzen-
%eusen roed. The Compeny bulldozer wes moved back from its forward
ocation.

Co BE: The first platoon utilized the time for %Ersanal hygiene and

for the cere and cleening of their equipment. he second platoon msin-
tained the Ederen-Gereonsweiler rosd. he third platoon hsuled rubble

for rozd repsgirs in the wvie Battalion CF.

Cop C: The first platoon breached, fenced, snd marked g gep in =

minefield viec Ederenj; and hesuled rubble £0r the streets of Zderen.

The second platcon worked the Rurdorf-Linnich roed, and pertially

completed the lagying of an airstrip whiech will be nsed by artillery

lieison planes. The third plstoon used the compeny bulldozer in con-
Junecti n with its roed work on the Limmich-Rurdorf rosd, Fifteen AT

mines were removed from the 407 Inf CP to the Compeny demolition dump.
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