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1. In complisnce with Numbered Vemorsndum 187, Headguarters
102d Infentry Division dated 18 November 1044, the following After-
Action Heport is submitted:

2. @a. After Action Hevort is nerrated ss follows:

(1) From 1 Foverker 1944 to 3 November 1G44 the
bettalion was staged in Spaubeek, Hollend priocr to beginning its
first tactical employment. At 1600 on 3 Movenber 1944 the bettslicn
traveled 10 miles by motor convov sand occuplied a position one angd
one helf’ miles MNortheast of Schinveld where it wes employed as
division infantry reserve. During this periocd neither the battelice
nor any of its compenies were comritted, and the time was largely
devoted tc Infantry souad =nd pletoon tzctics. A 1000% renge wos
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constructed and used. On & November 1944 it was requested that the
battelion furnish a perty to lay an anti~personnel mine field in
front of the defensive sector held by the 10224 Cavalry Reconnsisznce
Troop (Mechanized). The field wae laid night of 9 November 1944 by
2d Flstoon Cempeny B, lst Lt Ley, Pletcon Lesder,Vic Kreuzrsih, Cer-
meny (KE06685) end consisted of & double Tow of mines (21 Mel AP, £
trip fleres; 1 British Yk IT AP)covering 150 yards of front. o
cesuelties were sustained in the operation, On 10 November 1odé effe
ective 1200 Compeny B, Ceptein William H., Elliott Commanding,weas
alerted pricer te fermetion of 406 combsat teem,

Cn 12 Koverber 1944 the tattalion moved to Versilienboseh,
Folland by motor ,convoy 2 distence of 2 miles and on the seme dey it
was given the support of the 1l14lst Engineer Combat Group. At this
time the battalion was releived of its mission ag division infentry
reserve, Steff planning wes begun with reference to the proposed
Hoer river croseing. By errengement through XIX Corps the bettzlion
borrowed ecuipment from the 512th Light Ponten Company and two com-

snies iragined in construction of Infentry Support btridge at WMeers,
ollsnd on the Meuse (Mazs) river. It is to be noted thet this
river is much swifter than those in which treining wes formerly con-
ducted, and on the first attempt to spen the river, guy lines snd
bridle clips gave way =nd perts of the bridge flozted free. Four
assault bosts were camsged as a consequence, but no casuslties were
sustsined. It was decided thet the snchor csbtle had not been placed
rerpendicular to the current; szs z result the bosts were not pre-
cigely heazded into the current - causing uneguel and undue strain
on bridle lines. The second attemr* was successful. There was slsc
training in the construeticn of booms for the protection of flost-
ing bridges. Wegpons were test fired during this period including
machine guns, rocket znd grensde launchers.

A4

[y
e
[

=

&



gﬂf32?th Engr C Bn L subs 3 December 1944,
“After-action neport vont'd

On 16 November 1944 gttachment of Company B to HCT 406 became eff-
ective and the company moved to join xCT 406 at 0845, Concurrent with
training outlined above, the battalion accomplished the following en-
gineer missions: Gravel hauling for the Uivision Headquerters and
UDQ parking areas. Hoad maintenance from Falenberg (KHB77605) to
Wagurichen. 7This mission was sccomplished during the first day by one
company of this battalion and during the six days thereafter by one
company of this beattalion supported by cone compeany and eguipment from
the 279th Engineer Combat Battalion. This work was continuous despite
desultory shellfire and heavy two=wgy traffic.

Un 23 November 1944, 2d Plsatoon Company A was attached HCT 40% end
lst Pletoon Compeny © attached HCT 407. Alsc on 23 Noverber 1944 the
phase line was set by the Livision &ngineer for engineer tasks slong
the esstern edge of the lmmendorf-ruffendort road. wn this date the
division rear boundry wzs set at the wurm Hiver.

On 25 November 1944 the battalion minus CT gttachments moved from
Versilienboseh, Holland to Ubach, Germeny by motor convoy a distance
of 2 miles and on the same day Compeny £ was returned to battalion
control effective 1000 and for four days thereafter it rested, refitt-
ed and received replacements. Un Z7 and <Y November 1544, 1 Flstoon
Company A meintsined Puffendorf-Gereonsweiler nosd and 1 Ylstoon Co-
mpany U maintained Fuffendorf-lmmendort road.

On 29 Hovember 1944 Compeny A and C were placed in direct support
of 40% and 407 Infantry Hegiments respectively;® and on 30 Movember
1944 Company B was slerted preparstory to being placed in direct
support of 406 Infantrv.

*405 attacked to NE from position W of Gereonsweiler
4Q7 attacked to & toward Welz

Main mission of engineer in eperation was preparation of demolition
end mine ¢clegring.

(2) Except for information pertesining to the enemy employment
of barriers and field fortifications, engineer intelligence during
the period covered by this report was comprised primarily of knowe
ledge gained from engineer reconnaissance of roads, water supply, and
engineer supplies.

vuring the period of static defense the enemy had adequate time
to lay extensive AP and AT minefields in order to stirengthen his pos-
itions. In cur advance from Ubach up to the genersgl line Lereons-
weiler=-Fuffendorf-detterich our troops encountered large enemy mine-
fields composed primarily of T mines, X mines and Shu mines. Between
this line snd the roer river, the enemy employed scattered mines along
roads end small AT mine road blocks. In the town of welz our troops
found some beooby traps. The enemy also employed extensive anti-tenk
ditehes throughout the entire aresg. Concerete field fortificsetions
were encountered west of Ubach and North of Gereonsweiler. 1Trenches
and fox holes were found in every favorable defensive locality. ‘“The
roads comprising the roasd net in the zone of operation of the 1024
Infentry Division can be generally divided into three classes. ‘tlhese
classes are as follows:
Llass L[ = Conecrete or EBituminous roads over 15 feet. 7This type of
road is usually suitable for two way militsry treftiec. <Class I rosads
hold up excepticonally well under hegvy traffic.
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Class Il - Macadam, brick, or good gravel rozds less than 15 feet
wide. This typeof rcszd (&l&as II) is not suitable for two way traff-
ic unless the metglled surface is widened since vehicles sttempting
to pess egch other run off the roasd on to the soft shoulders. This
type of road holds up well under heavy one way traffic.

Cless III - Peor gravel or esrth rocads. These roads usuelly become
almost impasseble soon after they come into use by heavy treffic.

All of the sbove clagssificetions and conditicns were encounter-
ed during the rainy wegther common to this part of Germany snd
Hpllaend during the month of November. During the period that the
division was in static defense the largest part of the rosd net wss
in Holland and it was possible to make use of Class I roads a2lmost em-
tirely. Due to the disposition of trcops and the plan of operstion
at the begimming of the advance towserds the Roer River, it was necess-
ary to employ a traffic net composed almost entirely of Class IT and TI
roads. Lester ss the advence progressed it was possible to shift the
road net sbuth In order to make use of more Clazss I end II rosds thus
improving the rosd net at the same time decressing the constructicn
end maintensnce work required to keep the net in operation. It was
found from experience that the only way that Class II and III rosads
could be used in the division traffic net was to allow one way traff-
ic only on these roeds. This practice resulted in a2 minimum of
maintenance reguired and increased the speed of traffic flow on the
net. On occesions when it was necessary to use Clase II and IIT roszds
a8 two-wey roads, it was necesssry to widen and metsl the road as
early as possible.

Water supply scurces used during the operstions of the division
during the month of November were natursl streams end artificial
sources such as city weter systems and coal mines. Natural streams
were extremely turbid snd in most ceses so polluted theat they were un-
saticfaetory as drinking weter sources, City water systems were pveils
eble in Hollesnd but none were used in Germeny, Between the ¥Wurm and
Roer Rivers there were no metursl streams in the zone of operstion of
the divieion hence it was necessgry to use the artificiazl streams
found running out of the coal mine plents in the grea. Water from this
source was sometimes clesr snd sometimes dirty and olly depending on
the operstion of the mine.

Engineer supplies were not found in grest sbundence in this srea.
The eres contains no stending timber and the only timber svailable in
the ares was csptured supplies. Large amounts of machinery and sup-
plies were found at 211 the cosl mines cgptured in the ares.

Materials suiteble for road masintensnce were gravel, brick, and
rubble. The gravel in the sresz of operstion wes generally cf a poor
quselity and was used only s&s & covering for a foundatiocn of rubble from
demolished buildings or brick from leecal brickyerds.
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(3)a. Casualties:

Inelucive Dates KIA SW4a LWA  LIA  NBC TCTAL
1 ~ 15 November 0 o o O 2 2
16 - 23 November 1 1 10 3 16 31
24 - 30 November 1 0 5 0 12 168
2 1 15 3 30 51
b. Frisoners Cgptured: 5.
c. Replacements - Enlisted len
Dates Co A Co E Co C H&S Co Total
23 November 3 14 3 0 20
24 November 1 1 2 O 4
29 Novewber 0 1 0 O 1
4 16 5 0 25

a. Officere - (See Inclosure #1 “Roster of Cfficers")

e. There were no decorations swarded during the period,
however, 12 recommendstions have been forwerded.

TP e
R. N. ANDERSCHN,
Mzjor, CE,

1 Inclosure - Hoster of Officers Commending




HEADQUARTERS 327TH ENGINEER CCOMBAT EBATTALION

Office of the Bgttselion Commander

APQ 102 U S Armyv.
2 December 1944,

ROSTER OF OFFICERS

AG 330.32
X210.725
RELATIVE RANE  RAIK HANE ASN
1. Major Robert N. Anderson 0=21436
2. Major Miles W. Burleson 0=911475
3. Major William R. Pitceirn Jr 0-393350
4, Cept Robert F. Overcesh (DC) 0=-4E27G0
5e Capt William H, Elldiott 0=1102229
6. Cept Pgul F, Clements 0~110218¢
g. Ceapt Robert T. Binder 0=-110215F
. Capt Ernest C. Lacy Jr 0=25464
e Capt Richerd B, Schellhsaas 0=1113426
10. Capt Ralph A. Griffin O=1102270
* 11l. let Lt Willigm F, Hamilteon O0=1102277
12. 1st Lt Frank E. Finlgyson 0=1102242
** 13, 1st Lt Thomas H. Brymer 0=11047GE
14, lst Lt Homer D. McGhie 0=1043164
15. 1st Lt Robert G. Fage 01107020
16. 1st Lt Nugent T. Brasher 0-1104783
17 1st Lt Thomas W. Talbert (MC) 0=377430
18. 1st Lt Arthur B. Rebertson Jr Q=h21957
19. 1st Lt Orr A. Swinehart O=164774C
20 . lst Lt Harold A. Lay 0=-1116474
21. 2d Lt Carl W. Linde 0=-1052450C
22. 2d Lt James L, Kissack 0=1114195
# 23. 2a Lt Goerge G. Coletto 0=1114424
2%, 24 Lt Williem H. Scott Sr 0=-1557979
22. 24 Lt Robert 4. Flanagan 0=552349
26. 2d Lt George P, Bohlander O=554013
27 2d Lt Gerard T. Carter 0-5554BE
2b. 2d Lt Theodore B, Greaves 0-1117085
29, 2d Lt Daniel V. Lent 0-1117020
30. 2d Lt Williem P, O'Brien 0-1117C2
il. CWO Frank W. Steinley We=212100
32. WOJG Jemes W. Allen W-2126590
33. WOJG Louis Firsty W-2132032

* Dropred as & member of this Organizgtion on 22 November 1044,
** Dropred as = member of this Organization on 27 November 1044,
# Assigned to this Orgsnizstion on 26 November 1944,

T/C Strength (5-15 Engrs) - 30 Officers; and 3 Warrant Officers
Assigned Strength as of 30 November 1944: 28 Cfficers end 3
Warrant Officers.




