Hq 3£7th engr « Bn
"ar'ter action opt" Contd

23 vecember L1944 (Lonta,:

wompany « W was at cetterich n925593., i1he company laic a celiber-
ate minet'leld south ot Lindgern, surveyed and reportea the sazme,

company B CP was at wereonsweiler n937635. s hasty minetield was
completea in rront of =Zd bn 407th Inf. sector. 1he work began £52000
gno wag completed z40:00. 1he completea field contained approximately
1700 mines. The company bullidozer dug emplacements Tor 77lst 1D vie
rrummern and immendort.

Company « CF was at =deren A954620. ihe company continuea to in-
stall a barrier in the division sector. 1he company's bulldoser aug
emplacements tor 771lst 1D at vereonsweiler. Tthe U7 bullaozer also was
employed by the 771lst 1D,

24 December 1944:

The bettelion CP was st Palenberg, K858594. Preparation snd improwe -
ment of defenses of the division sector continues. On division order a
gquartering psrty wae dispstched to chosse a new location for the betitslicn
negrer division hesdquerters znd tenative plens to move were mede. The
1141st Epgr C Gp which had hitherto supported the battslion, was re-
lieved of support functicn 241400, in order thet it be used to defend
Geilenkirchen; and the following disposition of the bettzlicen's combat
compenies was mede: Company A in support of 405 Inf; Company B in sup-
pert of 407tk Infj Company C im support of 1lth Cavelry Gp. Five hesty
rosd blocks (MLAl mines astteched to wire st intervels) were prepered snd
taken to division headquerters where their use was explsined to head-
guarters personnel.

Company A CP was =zt Setterich K925593. The Frummern-Beek road was
reconnoitered., The first and seconé plstocns continued mine lzying in
eareg south of Lindern, snd the third plstocon rested after lgying mines
the previous night.

Company B CP was et CGereonsweiler K93863$ (moved to junction Ederen-
Gereonsweiler, Puffendorf roszd) The company's bulldozer worked for 77lst
TD Bn from 1200. The first and second platoons laid 400 mines in front
of Co A 406th Inf end the third plestoor put 900 yds of concertins in
front of Co B 406 Inf.

Compeny C CP was st Ederen K954620. During the night of 24-~29 Decem=
ber the compsny leid mines in the 11th Cav. Gp Sector. The compeny
btulldozer dug gun positions for 771lst TD En.

25 December 1944:

The Battalion CP wzs at Falenberg K858594. The entire IEn continued
development of plens for the defense of the division sector. The fol-
lowing disposition of the combat compenies remained wunchenged: Co A
direct support 405th Infj Company B direct support 407th Inf; Company
C direct support 11th Cav Gp.

Co A CF was ¢t Setterich K925593, The lgt Platoon mede =nd in-
stelled 15 haety rosd tlocks which were a part of the barrier plen.These
blocks were prepsred for the rosds running thru the minefield south of
Linden. The 3d Platoon hsuled gpprox 30 loads of rubble tc fill crater
at RJG12656.  The bulldozer smoothed ruts and widened road from L502648

to K905650. R E
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25 December Contd.

Compeny E CP was at Gereonsweiler K938633. The lst and 28 Fletoons
laid 1000 mines in front of positicns cccupied by Co A 406th Inf. The
2d platoon alsc demolished pillbox st K919%56. The 34 pletoon laid
1600 yds of- concertina in front of Co B 406th Inf. (The 1st En 406th
vwes ettsched to 407th Inf szt that time) The bulldozer dug positicns
for 771st TD Bn wvic Immendorf.

Company C CF was at Ederen K954620. Reconnaissance parties were
sent out to determine how many pillboxes, troopshelters etc. there were
and _how meny had been destraoyed. :

During the night of 25-26 December a small detail from Co C assisted
36 Cav Hen Sg in putting footbridge scross Roer Fiver in order for
peirols to eross. At the same time, & new water gauge wes installed
in the hioer miver,

26 December 1944:

The battslion CP moved to a village 1-1/3 miles SE of Palenberg,
k882580, closing at 261700A. The bn assisted in further improvements
of defenses in the division sector.

Co A CF was 2t Setterich, K925593. The lst plstoon finished mark-
ing a minefield south of Lindern and prepared pillboxes in 405 Inf
sector for demolition. The 2d platoon lgid deliberate minefield south-
west of Peeck snd the 3d plestoon worked on another section of the same
field. A recomnszissence of 211 concrete émplacements in 405 sector
was made, end an overlgy of seme was submitted to S-2. The D6 Dozer
dug in eguipment for 38lst Field Artillerv.

Co B CF wes st Gereonsweiler K938633. ZHeconnaissence of fortified
positions wes in area of 407 Inf and an overlay of such positicns was
given to 5-2. Heconnaissance of ares wes made by Co Comdr to determine
current stazte of engineer-instzlled defenses and an overlsy was given
to 5-3. The 1st and 2d platoons laid 795 AT mines in front of Co B
406 Inf. The 3d platoon laid 1300 yvd of concertina before Co A 406
Inf, DPullcdozer continued digging emplecements for 77lst TD BEn.

Co C CP wes =t Ederen K994620. A reconnsissance was made for excess
mines and 500 AT mines were nicked up at Lindern. The Co continued sup-
port of 11th Cav Gp.

27 December 1944:

The Battalion CP remained in viecinity of Palenberg K882580. The En
staff continued planning and coordination of work on defensive posi-
tions in division sector.

Co A CP was zt Setterich K925593 and the company remained in sup~
port of 405 Inf. The lst platoon prepsred 11 pillboxes in regimental
area for demolition. The 2d and 3d platoons continued laying deliber-
ate minefields south west of Beeck.

Co B CP was at Gereonsweiler K938633: it continued in support of
407 Inf. The 24 plstoon installed trip flares on wire at K932668. A
porticon of the company worked with tank and camouflage units in con-
struetion of dummy tank. The Co bulldorzer prepared to work on
Gereonsweiler~Beek Road.
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27 December 1944 (Contd)

Company C CP was at Ederen K954620: it remeined in support of the
11th Cav Gp. The 1st and 2d platoons laid 20 sections of deliberate
minefield in area of supported unit. The 3d platoon demolished troop
shelter at K947643 and constructed a single spron fence in front of
A Troop, 44th Cav Sgd in the night. The bulldozer dug truck znd sm-
munition shelter for 252 FA vie Puffendorf.

28 December 1944:

The En CF remained at K882580 and the Bn continued to support the
1024 Div and ite attachments. In addition to the continued improve-
ment of defenses in the forwsrd aregs of the division sector, a sur-
vey of damaged vehicles, both enemy =nd friendly was conducted, pre-
paratory to rendering all of them useless in the event of enemy pene-
tration.

Company A CP was at Setterich, K925593; and the Co continued to
supprert the 405 Inf, Two roads were reconnoitered to ascertszin the
present condition. The 1st platoon prepared pillboxes for demolition
in the 3d Bn area, hauled explosives and made reconnaissance in the
2d Bn area. The 2d end 3d pleatoons completed operstions on minefield
between Prumenern and Beeck. The bulldozer dug in eguirment for the
701lst Tenk Zn wvic Apweiler.

Company B CF was st Gereinsweiler K938633; and the Compeny remsined
in direct support of the 407 Inf, The let platoon blew two pillboxes
and prepered two more in vic Beeck. The 24 platoon rested. The 13d
platoon prepared road cratering charge, inereaged density of strings
of mines to be employed as hasty road block, prepsred road crater near
Lindern terminus of Lindern-Beeck road, bullt bypass eround road
bleck on Beeck Gereonsweiler road. :

Company C CP was at Ederen K954620: it remained in support of the
11th Cav Gp. The lst and 2d platoons completed mine fields which
they worked on the previocus day. The 34 platoon constructed 400 yds
of single apron fence in front of Bositians occupied by Troop A 44th
Cav Sud during the night of 28-29 December.

29 December 1944:

The Bn CF was at K882580 vicinity Palenberg. Staff plenning con-
tinued to be directed mainly toward improvement of defensive positions
in the division sector.

Co A CP was at Setterich, K925593 end the Co remained in support of
the 405 Inf. The 1lst platoen prepared nine conecrete fortifications for
demolition; demolished one bridge in Beeck and two west of the town
k928657, K928658 and K914663. The 2d and 34 platoons regted and clesned
equipment. :

Co B CP wass at Gereonsweiler K938633; and the Co remaned ir direct
support of the 407 Inf. Communicstion trenches vie K921655 were covered;
& road crater was prepared K94756260. All platoons laid mines and the
gep on left of 1lst Bn 406 Inf was closed; owing to extremely heavy ar-
tillery, rifle and MG Fire the field was not completed on the right of

the Bn front.
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29 December 1944 (Contd)

Co C CP was at Ederen, K954620; the Co continued in direct support
of the 11th Cav Gp. The lst platoon blew 4 pillboxes near Palenberg,
eand prepared others in that area for demolition. The 24 platoon hauled
22 loeds of dirt to corners of rosads in Fuffendorf, Setterich, Ubsch
and Baesweiler. 3d Platoon delivered 1600 yds of double apron fence +o
the supported Cavalry units and furnished NCO to aid in the construction.

30 December 1944:

The Bn CF remained =t K882580 and planning for the preparstion snd
improvement of division defenses continued.

Compeny A CF was st Setterich K925593; and the compeny remained in
support of the 405 Inf, The 1lst platoon demolished 14 partislly destroved
pillboxes esnd troopshelters. The 2d platoon was leyving deliberste mine-
field southwest of Mulléndorf and the 3d plestoon was laying e deliberate
fieldjnO?theaﬁt of Suggerath (both of these plstoons worked durings the
night :

Compeny B CP was et Gereonsweiler K938633; the compsny remsined in
support of 407 Inf. The lst plstoon hauled and fuzed 1800 mines. A
communication trench was filled and a pillbox was covered by the dozer.
Twenty three gaps in the concertina in front of 4 éand B companies of
A eand B compenies of the 406 Inf were repgired.

Company C CP was at Ederen K954620 and the Company remsined in sup-
port-ef the Ilth Cav Gp. 1st Plgtoon blew four pillboxes snd prepared
llothers, The 24 platoon patrolled rosds and dumped dir# to reduce
skidding; also investigated suspected enemy minefield. The 3d platoon
checked road block prepsrations, placed two charges to create an zhatis
if necesgary.

31 December 1944:

The Bh CP remained in vic FPalenberg, CGermany K882580; improvement of
division barrier continued.

Company A CF was at Setterich K925593: Company contined to support
405th Inf. The lst platoon erected barbed wire fence around minefield
legid by 24 platoon snd platoon comdr made reconnsaisssnce of site of
deliberaste minefield NW of Frummern. The 24 platoon clesned up and
maintained equipment. The 3@ platoon built concertinss.

Company E CF was st Gereonsweiler XK938633: it continued in support
of 407 Inf. Fntire Co was engaged in laying minefields in recimentel
sector,

Co C CP was at LEderen K954620: support of 11th Cav Gp continued. The
lst platoon continued pillbox demolition., & roed patrol snresd di=t on

¥,

i1cy roads. The 3d platoon investigsted and checked friendly mine fields
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b. From the 5-2 Standpoint

(1) Roads: The road network in the div area during the
period covered by this report is the same &s that described in the
327th BEngr C Bn After Action Report dated 3 Dec 44, The general de-
scription of the roads found in the shove-mentioned report gpplies for
the period covered by this report.

A8 the weather became colder the ground froze to a depth of gbout
6 inches giving a hard surface to all roads and hardening the mud that
was standing on many roads. MNMany roads thet were impassable when the
ground was not frozen became useble when frozen.

Local gravel, although not particulsrly good for roed constructicn
was found satisfactory for ice control and was stockpiled along the
roads for this purpose. During the time covered by this report no
werious cases of rosd ice were experienced ewcept on = few steep hille
and bed curves.

(2) Mines: Enemy mines encountered during the period
consisted primarily of T Mines, Holzmines and Topf Mines. Although
& few cases of enemy use of booby traps were reported, no large scale
use of them was encountered.

(3) Water Supply: Water Supply sources aveilasble during
the period were same as those described in 327th Engr C Bn After Action
Heport dated 3 December,

(4) River Crossing Reconnsissance: A major pert of the
period was spent in mgking reconnaissance of the Hoer River from iinnich
to Mlossdorf preparatory to the anticipeated crossing of the river. De-
tailed reports of Informstion obtained is included as supporting docu-
ments to this report. DBased on experiences in this reconnaissance, it
is believed that the M1 Asssult boat with the peinted bow would be
better for this type of reconnaissance work in swift streams then the
M3 Assault boat. several occasions it is believed thet the blunt
bow of the M3 boat caused it to upset in the swift stream.

¢e Irom the S5-1 Standpoint
(1) Casuslties
Inclusive Dates KIA MIA SWA LWA LIA NEC TOTAL

1 - 7 Dec 1 0 2 6 1 1 11
8 - 15 Dec O 0 0 2 4 4 10
16~ 23 Dec 0 7 0 2 1 4 14
24~ 31 Dec 2 _2“ 0 6 4 10 22
3 7 2 16 10 19 57

(2) Prisoners Taken - 19



Hq 327th Engr ¢ Bn
ter Action Report Cont'd)

(3) Replscements.

Co A Co B Co C H& Cp Med Det ITotal
W 3 13 3 0 0 19
8 ~ 15 Dec 44 1 2 0 0 2 5
16 = 23 Dec 44 5 7 3 o) 0 15
24 - 31 Dec 44 o 2 0 1 0 3
9 P 1 2 T42
(4) Decorsations.
LComp any Silver Star Bronze Star Purple Heart Total
A 3 3 3 9
B 3 10 0 13
1 9 2 12
Med Det 0 1 1
Total 7 22 _ e T35

d. From the 5-4 Standpoint.

(1) The status of supply in the battalion was satisfactory
with the following exceptions: (1) Since the Pivision staged in the
Valogne Stagin% area there has been a shortage of six Electric Light-
ing Equipment Sets No. 2. Three of these are for the Division Artill-
ery and three are for the 327th Medical Battslion. During the latter
part of December the Mediczl Battalion had trouble with the generating
equipment that was already in its possession necessitating the use of
0il =nd gesoline lamps in the unit., Every effort hses been made to ob-
tain the generators for the Nediesl Battalion, but to date none have
been located., (2) Opn the 17th of December the Division went on the
defensive and zn extensive program of lszying mine fields and erecting
barbed wire was initisted. For this work a class V and wire dump was
set up in Puffendorf, Germeny. Stocks of wire and pickets were taken
over from the 84th Division in Geilenkirchen, Beeck and Lindern and
3500 mines were obteined from the same souce in Geilenkirchen. Hsuling
of mines was started from the Army Dump st the same time which very
shortly exhausted the stock. On 24 December the Supply of mines at the
FPuffendorf dump wase exhausted. The Army dump stocks had not beepre-
plenished and as an expedient five thousedd British Mark VIHC mines were
secured from KIIT Corp on 24 December 1944, Issue of the BEritish mines
sterted at 1600, 25 December 1944. The dump stock was agein exhausted
the following dey. On 29 December 1944 mines were receiwed =zt the Army
dump snd 6250 were allotted to the Division. These were drawn immed-
istely efter being heuled to Puffendorf. No more sllotments to the
Division have been made.












